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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 
 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in alli-
ance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture In-
dira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) Details 
as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  

 
New admissions are closed  
  

Indian Dairy Map 2017 launched on 27th Oc-
tober, at Pune. 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our in-
troductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 4thSaturday of 
Every month from 2 PM to 5 PM, Prior regis-
tration is must and for that contact our of-
fice. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

  60th Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida.  Date will be announced 
soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf 

4th Practical Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Program (PDEDP) at Suruchi 

Consultants, C-49, Sec-65, Noida, From 25th 
to 30th  November 2019. 

For more information please follow the link:  

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/train-
ing/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf 

Dairy Startup Sensitization Program from 
farm to table in Noida. On 16th November, 
2019 
 

For more information please follow the link: 

http://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/8_14092019_DSSP%20Program%20bro-
chure.pdf 

Suruchi has launched Online Dairy Entrepre-
neurship Development Program (ODEDP). It 
is 12 weeks program. Registrations are open 
till 15th  November, 2019. 

Watch-
Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/ 

7th Regional Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-

ment Program (RDEDP) Dates will be an-
nounced soon. 

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf 

Mandatory training “Food Saftey Supervisor” for 
dairy sector as per FSSAI is being organised in the 
of  2019 which date will be announced very soon.
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Indian News 

Major fire on Dudhsagar Dairy premises at Mehsana 
15th November 2019 10:25 PM 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2019/nov/15/major-fire-on-dudhsagar-dairy-premises-at-mehsana-

2062269.html 

 

EHSANA: A major fire broke out on 

Friday evening at a scrap godown on 

the premises of Dudhsagar Dairy 

here. 

Ten fire tenders have been pressed into service 

to douse the fire, and both water and chemical 

foam were being used to contain the flames, 

fire services officials said. 

Nobody was reported injured, they added. 

 

India, United States close to finalizing ‘initial’ trade deal 
Nov 15, 2019 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/india-united-states-close-to-finalizing-initial-trade-deal/story-

qbLPedvyMRbBpOzo2ARHnO.html 

 

ndia and the United States are set to final-

ize an “initial” trade agreement soon that 

could pave the way for a larger deal at a 

later stage, including an ambitious Free Trade 

Agreement. 

A US delegation is scheduled to travel to India 

next week to “put the final touches” on a deal, 

following “productive” conversations between 

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 

and his US counterpart Robert Lighthizer, the 

top trade negotiators for their countries. 

They also spoke over the phone on Thursday to 

further the discussions, a person familiar with 

the talks said, characterizing the conversation 

as evidence of a new level of comfort for the 

two sides in addressing the most intractable, 

supposedly, of their differences. 

No details were available to the issues resolved 

during these interactions, but the person cited 

above said, the discussion was based on the de-

sire of the two sides to get “equitable market 

access” on a reciprocal basis. 

India and the United States have been in talks 

for months now to resolve trade differences 

that would address issues agitating ties urgently 

and also lay the ground for an ambitious Free 

Trade Agreement, which was indicated by Goyal 

earlier in the month. 

The two countries are looking at a near-term 

deal and a longer-term version sometime in the 

future as indicated by Indian and US officials. 

M 
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The two-track negotiations were first discussed 

publicly by President Donald Trump in remarks 

to reporters before his bilateral meeting with 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the sidelines 

of the UN General Assembly meetings in New 

York in September, “We’ll have the larger deal 

down the road (in) a little bit, but we will have a 

trade deal very soon.” 

Goyal and Lighthizer had met then for talks that 

both sides had described as sincere. They had 

also struck an “excellent rapport” according to 

people tracking the talks closely. They have spo-

ken on the phone several times since, to ad-

vance the negotiations, which had been de-

scribed at one stage as in “need of one more 

meeting of the principals”. 

And that meeting took place here on Wednes-

day. 

No details were available of the talks — other 

than that “important” issues were resolved — 

India wants the removal of US tariff on Indian 

steel and aluminum and the restoration of spe-

cial preferential trade benefits under the Gener-

alized System of Preferences (GSP), which were 

suspended in June. The US has a longer wishlist 

with access to dairy and medical devices sec-

tors, lower Indian tariff on ICT products. 

The United States has a longer, and growing, list 

of demands, from access to India’s dairy and 

medical devices markets to lower tariff on ICT 

products and the rollback of data localization 

rules mandated by the government. 

There has been speculation that if the two sides 

were able to reach an agreement, President 

Trump could travel to India for the signing. But 

officials on both sides have discounted it, saying 

a visit looks “improbable” at this stage. 

Dear dairy 
15th November 2019 07:30 AM  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/delhi/2019/nov/15/dear-dairy-2062069.html 

inally, I’m talking about the question that 

I hear multiple times a day. By now, we 

all have heard about organic milk being a 

healthier alternative to processed industrial 

milk, which has been condemned for being 

loaded with chemicals, antibiotics and stress 

hormones. And we have read that organic milk 

is essentially chemical-free and healthier, as the 

cows are grass-fed or are fed on organically cul-

tivated fodder. But are we are just looking at or-

ganic or non-organic milk? We need to think be-

yond this. 

Milk is a great source of vitamins, minerals, cal-

cium as well as protein. Casein particularly, is 

the largest group of proteins found in milk and 

makes up 80 per cent of the total protein con-

tent. You’ll find that A2 cows are the earlier 

breeds of cows like the desi Indian cows or the 

African cows that produced casein along with 

an amino acid called Proline. Now, in the new 

hybrid breeds, the same amino acid proline gets 

converted to Histidine due to mutation or alter-

ation of genes over the years. These hybrid 

breeds are called A1 cows, and these include 

breeds like Holstein, Friesian and Ayrshire.  

In A2 milk, Proline is firmly bonded to a small 

protein called beta-casomorphin 7 (BCM 7), 

which prevents it from getting into the milk pro-

duced by A2 cows. On the other hand, when it 

comes to the milk of A1 cows, Histidine has a 

very weak bond with BCM 7, so it easily gets re-

leased in the gut of animals. Once such milk is 

consumed, it enters the human body and inter-

acts with the digestive system and internal or-

gans, which causes inflammation. 

Also, milk from A1 cows supposedly produces 

opiate-like effects, resulting in the development 

of mild to serious medical conditions. I’ve re-

searched a bit and found out that “a human 
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clinical trial conducted at Curtin University in 

Australia proved that there were significant dif-

ferences in digestive symptoms between milks 

containing A1 and A2 beta-casein”. It clearly 

suggests that certain unwanted proteins or pep-

tides from this A1 milk, which do not occur nat-

urally in the human body, may cause digestive 

disorders like inflammatory bowl disease, irrita-

ble bowel syndrome, leaky gut or a weak gut. 

Cross breeds 

Let’s discuss Indian cows. The Bos Indicus cow is 

the desi breed that produces A2 milk with qual-

ity protein, and our ancestors and parents were 

drinking the same milk and stayed healthy. So, 

what do you think is causing issues now, as peo-

ple are getting lactose intolerant or allergic to 

milk?  

These desi cows have been replaced in India by 

the high-yielding cross breed, known as HF or 

Holstein Friesian, which provide the A1 variety 

of milk.  

This has happened because Indians really love 

their milk, and there was a high demand, which 

needed a good supply. This difference is some-

thing you need to consider beyond the ‘type’ of 

milk.”  

This has brought us to a situation today where 

our own desi cows have become a dying breed 

in India. There are hardly a few brands that will 

provide A2 milk, or only few people who own 

cows get the good-quality milk. I also found out 

that the Gir or our desi cow, a Gujarati local 

breed, is now being imported from Brazil and 

the Brahmi Bull, which is one more pure breed, 

is more popular in Australia. It’s ironic that peo-

ple in other countries are drinking better quality 

milk from cows that are native to our country, 

and we are running behind imported packaged 

milk.  

You now know which milk to choose. We are 

falling prey to commercialisation, and so is our 

indigenous cow breed. The desi Indian cow is a 

unique species and needs to be conserved. 

 

Haldiram's bid for India dairy group Kwality rejected 
14 November 2019 

https://www.just-food.com/news/haldirams-bid-for-india-dairy-group-kwality-rejected_id142625.aspx 

 move to acquire under-pressure In-

dian dairy business Kwality by one of 

the country's major snack companies 

has been rejected. 

Haldiram's Snacks had bid INR1.42bn 

(US$19.7m) for Kwality, which last year found 

itself the subject of insolvency proceedings af-

ter a petition from KKR, the private-equity firm 

that had invested in the business in 2016. At the 

time, unnamed banking sources had told The 

Hindu Business Line publication Kwality 

had debt of around INR20bn. 

However, lenders to Kwality have turned down 

Haldiram's offer. Haldiram's has reportedly ta-

bled a revised bid of INR1.45bn, upping the ele-

ment to be paid to Kwality's creditors. 

According to Press Trust of India, Haldiram's 

said its higher offer "will help financial creditors 

derive a much better value than they can hope 

to realise in the event [the] corporate debtor is 

put into liquidation". 

In the year to the end of March, Kwality gener-

ated revenue from operations of INR20.89bn, 

down from INR67.25 in the previous 12 months. 

Kwality made a loss after tax of INR29.48bn, 

against a profit of INR711.1m the year before.

A 
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IIT-G researchers develop sensor to assess milk freshness 
13 November 201 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/iitg-researchers-develop-sensor-to-assess-milk-freshness/1661520 

uwahati , Nov 13 (IANS) The Indian In-

stitute of Technology, Guwahati (IIT-G) 

on Wednesday said its researchers 

have developed a paper-based sensor that can 

make assessment of the freshness of milk by a 

simple method and instantaneous. 

Bacteria and other microbes that can grow in 

milk can not only affect the taste and freshness, 

but can also result in health issues. 

Pasteurisation is commonly used to kill the mi-

crobes in milk and various tests are used to en-

sure the effectiveness of pasteurisation. 

Commonly used tests such as the methylene 

blue test, are time consuming; it could take 

many hours for colour changes to indicate pres-

ence and absence of microbes. 

Commercial phenol-based tests require sophis-

ticated spectrophotometers and involve multi-

step procedures, which necessitates dedicated 

testing centres and skilled personnel. 

"It would be useful if the quality of milk can be 

tested at the point of collection of milk or even 

in the home kitchen, such testing requires easy-

to-operate and portable detection kits," said 

Pranjal Chandra, Assistant Professor, Depart-

ment of Biosciences and Bioengineering, IIT Gu-

wahati . 

Alkaline Phosphatase (ALP) is a metalloprotein 

found naturally in raw milk samples and is con-

sidered an important biomarker in quality con-

trol of milk. It is found in raw milk and is de-

stroyed during pasteurisation. 

Detection of ALP in milk can thus point to inade-

quate pasteurisation and perhaps contamina-

tion. 

"Despite ALP''s recognisable detection potential 

in native milk, the multistep nature, and re-

quirement of sophisticated bulky analytical in-

struments and trained personnel, to detect ALP, 

limit their use as a sensor of milk quality in re-

mote settings and in home kitchens," Chandra 

added. 

The researchers have used simple filter paper, 

chemically modified it, and loaded it with a 

recognition element anti-ALP, which captures 

the ALP present in the milk. 

Upon treatment of the colour forming com-

pound BCIP to the captured complex of ALP 

forms a blue-green coloured precipitate, that 

otherwise does not gives any colour in the ab-

sence of ALP. 

The intensity of the colour indicates the amount 

of ALP present. The team used a smartphone to 

capture the image of the colour and used the 

RGB (Red Green Blue) filter in the phone to pro-

file the colour obtained, which could be co-re-

lated to the concentration of ALP present in the 

test sample. 

"Our sensor takes merely 13 min to detect ALP, 

and hence it can be applied for quick onsite 

analysis," Chandra said. 

The researchers successfully tested milk ob-

tained from villages and commercially available 

milk samples using their paper-based sensor kit, 

and found that they could detect down to 0.87 

units of ALP per millilitre of milk to about 91-

100 per cent accuracy. 

This detection limit and accuracy make it possi-

ble to discriminate raw milk (often contains as 

high as 191U/mL ALP) from boiled milk which 

contains ALP in ultra-trace amount. 
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Based on the detection principle, the team has 

also developed a miniaturised detection kit and 

demonstrated the instrument-free, in-kitchen 

applicability of the kit for milk monitoring. 

They have developed another sensor for ALP 

detection using a label-free bio-electronic chip. 

"The developed bio-electronic chip is an ad-

vanced version of the paper-based kit with im-

proved accuracy", said Chandra. 

View: By saying no to RCEP, PM Narendra Modi has kept India first 

Nov 13, 2019, 05.26 PM IST 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/view-by-saying-no-to-rcep-pm-modi-has-

kept-india-first/articleshow/72028437.cms 

ovember 4, 2019 shall go down as an 

historic milestone for India’s bold deci-

sion to stay away from the Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). 

The decision also cements India’s growing stat-

ure as a country that is rock solid in its resolve 

to not only protect its own interests, but also to 

boldly ward off any attempts to being arm-

twisted. Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

leadership, New India reflects a new self-confi-

dence. 

India’s not joining RCEP was summed up by the 

PM himself: ‘Whenever I try and gauge India’s 

interest in light of her joining RCEP, I do not get 

an answer in the affirmative; neither Gandhiji’s 

policy of self-reliance nor my wisdom allows me 

to join RCEP.’ What makes this decision signifi-

cant is that this has yet again demonstrated 

that the PM can go to any extent to safeguard 

the interests of farmers, small and medium en-

terprises (SMEs), textile, dairy and manufactur-

ing, medicine, steel and chemical industries. 

The PM didn’t compromise on it since the 

agreement didn’t seem to accommodate India’s 

concerns on issues like trade losses and dump-

ing. India should not be party to any such inter-

national treaty that’s one-sided & against the 

interests of our farmers and entrepreneurs. 

The Congress-led UPA government failed in 

safeguarding the interests of India. In 2007, it 

had already begun thinking of engaging in a re-

gional trade agreement (RTA) with China. How 

this affected India’s trade with China is borne 

out by the fact that during UPA’s tenure, India’s 

trade losses with China grew 23 times — from 

$1.9 billion in 2005 to $44.8 billion in 2014. This 

hit indigenous industries hard. 

An example of Congress’ history of compromis-

ing with India’s interests is the 2013 Bali Agree-

ment. While participating in the WTO confer-

ence, then commerce minister Anand Sharma 

had weakened India’s stand on its provisions for 

agriculture subsidy and support prices to farm-

ers. This could have created havoc for farmers, 

but for the timely intervention of the PM in 

2014, who ensured that then commerce minis-

ter Nirmala Sitharaman rejected the proposal. 

Rebuilding the Wall 

It is ironic that Congress, which has had a shaky 

history of dealing with such international trea-

ties, is now desperately trying to take credit for 

the PM’s decision to stay away from RCEP. In 

fact, it was Congress’ lack of foresight that had 

led to India agreeing to become part of this 

bloc. In its original form, other than 10 Asean 

countries, only China, Japan and South Korea 

were to join RCEP. 

However, thanks to Congress’ lack of concern 

for the kind of damages it could pose to SMEs 

and farmers, the UPA government agreed to be-

come part of RCEP. It was evident from the start 

that this could open the floodgates for Chinese 

goods to enter India. India also did not share fa-

vourable terms of trade with other countries of 

the bloc. 

Congress had also compromised India’s inter-

ests in the Asean free trade agreement (FTA). 

Even as countries like Indonesia and Vietnam 
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decided to open only 50% and 69% of their mar-

ket share for India, New Delhi decided to open 

74% of India’s commodities for trade. Decisions 

like these caused India enormous loss in its 

trades with RCEP countries — from $7 billion in 

2004 to $78 billion in 2014. In the context of 

current exchange rates, this translates into 

losses of Rs 5,46,000 crore (2014) from Rs 

50,000 crore (2004). 

2019 is the New 2014 

Since 2014, in RCEP dialogues, GoI has aggres-

sively protected India’s interests and worked 

with member countries to agree to favourable 

conditions, such as opening up the services sec-

tor for the first time for India, higher exports 

from India, etc. Congress was so eager to be a 

part of RCEP that it had conceded that the im-

port duty as applicable on January 1, 2014, 

would be taken as the base rate, assuming the 

agreement would be operational by 2016. 

This could have caused havoc, as the 2014 base 

rate would have led to unhindered imports. 

Also, the import duties on many products have 

gone up in last few years. The PM argued for 

2019 as the base rate. 

In the RCEP conference, along with commerce 

minister Piyush Goel, the PM put forward the 

interests of farmers, SMEs and manufacturing 

industries, and vigorously asked for amend-

ments vital to India’s interest. The most promi-

nent demands were amendment in tariff differ-

ential, changes in base rate for customs duty, 

changes in the most favoured nation (MFN) 

rule, asking for exemptions built into ratchet 

obligations as part of the pact, respecting In-

dia’s federal character while determining in-

vestments, etc. India was unwavering in its re-

solve to bring to the fore these pertinent issues. 

At one point during the dialogue, out of the 70 

agenda items, around 50 were of concern to In-

dia. 

GoI has begun to evaluate Asean and the Com-

prehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 

(CEPA) with South Korea. It is working on get-

ting into trade relations with Japan, the US, EU 

countries, and other developed nations that 

shall help in making India a $5 trillion economy. 

Considering India’s growing stature, RCEP mem-

bers can’t afford to ignore it for long, and will 

come around to agree to GoI’s terms. Mean-

while, India has maintained successful eco-

nomic relations with Asean by the means of 

FTA. 

By rejecting RCEP, India has firmly protected its 

industries from any adverse effects that Chinese 

interests could have caused. For us, India re-

mains first, and foremost. 

Piyush Goyal's US visit: Addressing differences over trade deal to be top agenda 
Nov 12, 2019 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/economy/policy/piyush-goyals-us-visit-addressing-differences-over-trade-

deal-to-be-top-agenda-4631551.html 

ommerce and Industry minister Piyush 

Goyal, who on November 12 embarked 

on a three-day visit to USA, is expected 

to discuss tariff and market access issues. 

"The Minister and Lighthizer (Robert Lighthizer 

his US counterpart) would hold a bilateral meet-

ing on November 13 in which outstanding bilat-

eral issues would be discussed and both are ex-

pected to arrive at a shared understanding that 

would benefit both sides," a senior Commerce 

Ministry official told Moneycontrol. 

The minister would be attending the BRICS 

Trade Ministers meet in Brazil on November 11 

and is also scheduled to hold an interaction 

with business and industry representatives in 

New York on November 14. 

The US has so far been vocal about its de-

mand that India should lessen  restrictions on 
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market access for US medical device manufac-

turers and solar panels. 

The official also said that India and US would 

have by now announced a trade package earlier 

but the United States Trade Representative 

Lighthizer was pre-occupied with other trade 

negotiations with Japan and China. 

This is primarily why the finalisation of the trade 

package got delayed. However, the broad con-

tours of the deal have been sorted," the official 

said. 

In September, US President Donald Trump had 

said that America will soon have a trade deal 

with India to boost economic ties between India 

and US. 

India is demanding exemption from high duties 

imposed by the US on certain steel and alumin-

ium products, resumption of export benefits to 

certain domestic products under their General-

ised System of Preferences (GSP), greater mar-

ket access for its products from sectors, includ-

ing agriculture, automobile, auto components 

and engineering. 

Last month, India and the US failed to announce 

a limited trade deal in New York during the 

meeting of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

President Donald Trump, due to still prevailing 

differences over the package including access 

Washington has sought to Indian markets for 

medical devices, such as stents and knee im-

plants, information and communications tech-

nology (ICT) products and dairy products with 

the removal of price caps. 

Trade tensions between India and the US have 

been rising with President Donald Trump cham-

pioning his 'America First' policy, complaining 

that tariffs imposed by New Delhi on American 

products were "no longer acceptable" to his 

country. 

India’s RCEP decision: A tactical retreat 
November 12, 2019 2:00:30 AM 

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/indias-rcep-decision-a-tactical-retreat/1761718/ 

 

ndia finally opted out of the much antici-

pated Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP). Even in its truncated 

shape, it remains a formidable economic group-

ing. Free trade economists have questioned this 

move, on grounds of its protectionist inspira-

tion. Strategic analysts lament the lost oppor-

tunity of being an integral part of the new geo-

political alignment. Some have gone so far as to 

describe it as a failure of the Act East Policy. In-

dian industry, on the other hand, has hailed the 

withdrawal for pre-empting the flooding of In-

dian markets with cheap Chinese imports. Be-

hind this decision to abstain lies the cold logic of 

economic pragmatism. 

At the outset, it needs to be understood that 

any free trade agreement is merely an instru-

mentality by which a set of countries choose to 

accord favourable access to their market, vis-à-

vis others, by lowering the ceiling of applicable 

custom duties. Trade negotiators have a hercu-

lean task in arriving at the right balance of con-

cessions, which would enhance market access 

for goods produced in their country while allow-

ing greater choice to domestic consumers 

through cheaper imports. In doing so, they have 

to be equally judicious in assessing the impact 

of such imports on domestic manufacturing and 
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agriculture. The underlying spirit of such agree-

ments is that nations would draw upon their re-

spective comparative advantage to shape a ro-

bust economic partnership. In a nutshell, a fair 

and balanced agreement, like a good marriage, 

would be mutually beneficial, without hurting 

the growth prospects of either partner. 

With the virtual collapse of World Trade Organi-

zation, regional and bilateral trade agreements 

have gained salience. RCEP was positioned as a 

game changer. It embraced the ten nations of 

ASEAN, and four Asian economic giants—China, 

Japan, India, and South Korea—apart from Aus-

tralia, and New Zealand. ASEAN has signed FTAs 

with the six dialogue partners while India does 

not have an FTA with either China, Australia, or 

New Zealand. Economically disparate countries 

of ASEAN, from Singapore to Laos, have effec-

tively embedded themselves into regional pro-

duction value chains anchored in China and Ja-

pan. On the other hand, Indian experience of 

FTAs has seen a modest export growth, but a 

burgeoning trade deficit. This impelled the fi-

nance ministry to initiate a review of FTAs, cit-

ing concerns about their impact on manufactur-

ing. Contrary to expectations, barring the case 

of Japan, there has been no significant increase 

in foreign investment or technology transfer as 

a result of these FTAs. The proverbial elephant 

in the room is China. A huge trade imbalance, 

touching $60 billion, is a sure deterrent, espe-

cially at a time when our domestic economy is 

witnessing a slowdown. The nature of imbal-

ance is more worrisome—we end up exporting 

commodities, and importing finished goods. A 

maze of non-tariff barriers and hidden subsidies 

have ensured that this dynamic remained unal-

tered over time. It has been argued that Indian 

negotiators should have sought greater market 

access for pharmaceuticals and IT, areas of 

strength. Bilaterally, China has stymied such ef-

forts in the past, and would hardly be expected 

to cede ground plurilaterally. Concerns of small 

dairy farmers of India were not unfounded, 

given that they were pitted against multina-

tional companies of New Zealand, the worlds 

largest dairy exporter, holding sway over a third 

of global dairy trade. It is no surprise that we 

have been unable to conclude our bilateral ne-

gotiations with New Zealand even after nine 

years. 

It has been argued that Indian industry has hid-

den behind a wall of protectionism for far too 

long, and must open itself to global competi-

tion. After all, Indian consumers deserve wider 

choice at better prices. This may be partly true, 

but, at the same time, let us not lose sight of 

the fact that India is still a laggard in the ease of 

doing business, despite impressive gains in the 

recent past. Competitiveness of Indian industry 

must be augmented through deeper economic 

reforms in critical areas such as labour laws and 

taxation. 

Prime minister Modi invoked Gandhi’s Talisman 

while announcing India’s decision to a domestic 

audience from a global stage. The politics be-

hind all global trade negotiations is always 

rooted in the local. A couple of years ago, presi-

dent Trump jettisoned the Trans Pacific Partner-

ship as he believed it was detrimental to the in-

terests of American industry and jobs. If the big-

gest proponents of free trade adopt a cautious 

stance towards trade liberalisation, India can 

hardly be blamed for economic realism. India is 

no longer the closed economy it used to be dec-

ades ago. The focus, at this juncture, should re-

main on attracting greater foreign investment, 

which would boost manufacturing, and gener-

ate jobs. Having no deal is far more prudent 

than signing up for a bad one. Strategic argu-

ments apart, in the ultimate analysis, trade ne-

gotiations boil down to basic bread-and-butter 

issues. It is easy to succumb to the rapturous 

sound of global applause, but far tougher to 

make a tactical retreat in the larger national in-

terest.



After Aflatoxin M1 alert, Tamil Nadu panel to study milk safety 
11th November 2019 02:38 AM 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2019/nov/11/after-aflatoxin-m1-alert-tamil-nadu-panel-

to-study-milk-safety-2059960.html 

 

HENNAI: Two weeks after the Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI)’s report revealed presence of 

Aflatoxin M1 - cancer causing substance in milk 

samples taken from the State for national level 

survey- the State government has formed a 

high-level committee for a detailed study. 

A highly placed official of health department 

told ‘Express’ that the panel comprises officials 

from food safety, health and animal husbandry 

departments, Aavin, Tamil Nadu Veterinary and 

Animal Sciences University (TANUVAS) and a 

few more research agencies. 

“The committee will take samples from cattle 

feed, fodder and milk from across the State and 

conduct tests for various quality and safety pa-

rameters. Besides, checking the presence of Af-

latoxin M1 and other toxic contents impact of 

climatic condition on cattle and regulation of 

food grain waste disposal will be looked into.” 

Following this, food safety department has 

taken milk samples from over 135 milk manu-

facturing units across the State and sent them 

to National Accreditation Board for Testing and 

Calibration Laboratories (NABL). 

According to the ‘National Milk Safety and Qual-

ity Survey 2018’ released on October 18, by 

FSSAI, in 88 milk samples out of 551 collected 

from the State it was found that Aflatoxin M1 

level did not comply with permissible limit. 

While FSSAI standards prescribes 0.5 PPB (parts 

per billion) Aflatoxin level in milk and milk prod-

ucts, the toxic content level exceeded permissi-

ble limits in the milk samples taken for survey. 

A senior veterinarian from Animal Husbandry 

department said Aflatoxin M1 comes in milk 

through cattle feed and fodder. “The food grain 

waste from industries and fodder which are fed 

to cattle are mostly stored in the open. The 

feed gets fungal infection when moisture level 

goes beyond 11 per cent. Subsequently, the 

fungus gets converted into carcinogen (Afla-

toxin) in the cattle and transferred to milk. “ 

The State produces over two crore litres of milk 

a day, of which 34 lakh litres are procured by 

State-owned milk union federation ‘Aavin’, 

while the remaining quantity is sold to private 

companies. The food safety department claims 

it is yet to get details of brand names of milk 

samples. 
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Nestlé India: revenue growth up, but dearer milk eats into margins 
11 Nov 2019, 11:43 PM IST 

https://www.livemint.com/market/mark-to-market/higher-milk-prices-take-a-swig-off-nestle-india-s-q3cy19-mar-

gins-11573450579348.html 

estlé India Ltd reported impressive do-

mestic revenue growth of 10.5% year-

on-year for the September quarter. An-

alysts estimate this came on the back of 9% vol-

ume growth, which is easily the best when com-

pared to other consumer firms. For perspective, 

volume growth of Hindustan Unilever Ltd, Go-

drej Consumer Products Ltd, Dabur India Ltd 

and ITC Ltd (cigarettes) stood at 5%, 7%, 4.8% 

and 3%, respectively. 

Nestlé India is relatively less impacted by the 

current consumption slowdown, given its rela-

tively higher exposure to affluent urban con-

sumers, analysts at Jefferies India Pvt. Ltd said 

in a note to clients. 

“Nestlé ’s stronger growth also indicates market 

share gains and a strong core portfolio. The ag-

gressive pace of new innovations, success of 

new launches, and an improvement in demand 

environment could further accelerate its growth 

momentum," said analysts at Emkay Global Fi-

nancial Services Ltd. 

Despite the good showing, the company’s 

shares fell 2.5% after the results were an-

nounced. What gives? 

To start with, volume growth was more or less 

along expected lines and was, therefore, fac-

tored into the share price. Besides, while reve-

nue growth did not disappoint, profit margins 

were weak. Gross profit margin declined by 214 

basis points year-on-year to 57.3%. 

“The quarter witnessed higher commodity 

prices, particularly in milk and its derivatives, 

which are likely to continue in the near-term," 

said Suresh Narayanan, chairman and managing 

director of Nestlé India, in a press release. Some 

of this was offset by a decrease in other operat-

ing expenses as a percentage of revenues. 

Analysts at ICICI Securities Ltd expect that the 

impact on margins from input cost inflation will 

be partially mitigated by the price hike in infant 

food products in 3Q CY19, cost efficiencies (like 

in 3Q) and a high base for 4Q CY18 (when the 

company had increased ad spends). Nestlé India 

follows a January-December fiscal year. 

As pointed out earlier, the company’s impres-

sive growth and much more is factored into its 

share price. The Nestlé India stock trades at 

around 60 times estimated earnings for calen-

dar year 2020, after having risen more than 25% 

so far this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N 

https://www.livemint.com/market/mark-to-market/higher-milk-prices-take-a-swig-off-nestle-india-s-q3cy19-margins-11573450579348.html
https://www.livemint.com/market/mark-to-market/higher-milk-prices-take-a-swig-off-nestle-india-s-q3cy19-margins-11573450579348.html


New Zealand sees big potential to cooperate with India in dairy sector 
November 10, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/new-zealand-sees-big-potential-to-cooperate-

with-india-in-dairy-sector/article29937915.ece 

 

rade Minister Damien O’Connor offers 

to share technology and best practices 

Soon after India's exit from the multi-

lateral trade pact, Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Partnership (RCEP), a prominent partner 

in the mega trade bloc, New Zealand, has ex-

tended a helping hand for best practices in the 

dairy sector by offering technology and sys-

tems. 

On the last day of his three-day visit to India, 

Damien O’Connor, New Zealand’s Minister of 

State for Trade and Export Growth, engaged 

with Amul at the milk capital of India, Anand, 

and tried to understand India's cooperative 

structure and the functioning of the dairy mar-

ket in the country. 

He hinted that New Zealand will continue to ex-

plore the Indian dairy market with the right 

products at the right time using Indian milk with 

advanced technology. Asked if New Zealand 

looks at India as a potential market, O’Connor 

stated: “Our countries share a lot of similarity in 

legal systems, cultural background. About 5 per 

cent of our population in New Zealand is Indian 

or of Indian descent. So, we believe it’s a mar-

ket we should talk to. There is also an oppor-

tunity for more trade with India.” 

O’Connor, who is also Minister for Agriculture, 

spent a day meeting dairy farmers and visiting 

Amul’s milk product manufacturing facilities 

around Anand. 

“We discussed how the (dairy) market works in 

India. (It is) slightly different than in New Zea-

land. But there are many similarities between 

our dairy industry and Amul. We have built a 

very successful dairy industry,” O’Connor said 

during a media interaction at AmulFed dairy in 

Ahmedabad on Thursday.. 

“Though small, at about 2 per cent of the 

world's total dairy production — it is based on 

cooperatives. And that has delivered benefits to 

our farmers and allowed our industry to grow. 

And I am sure the same thing that we see today 

(at Amul) will allow growth for Amul and the In-

dian dairy industry,” he added. 

Notably, during the earlier negotiations for an 

RCEP agreement, Indian farmers, led by milk 

federations and dairy organisations, had ex-

pressed their apprehensions about dumping of 

dairy products by major producers like New 

Zealand, destroying the farmer-driven milk 

economy in India. 

However, denying any such threat from New 

Zealand, O’Connor stated that the quantity of 

dairy products that would “come to India would 

be very very small.” 

Elaborating on the perceived threat, he clarified 

that “sometimes, we can say that a wrong prod-

uct at a wrong time can affect prices here. We 

have discussed that at the political level and it 

has been discussed with Amul today. We have 

to respect the wishes of companies like Amul 

and your political leaders. We believe that with 

better and more trade, we can share the bene-

fits and bring better products when there are 

shortages in some of the product lines.” 

RS Sodhi, Managing Director of ‘Amul’ marketer 

Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation 

(GCMMF), stated that the two sides explored 
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cooperation in artificial insemination, pro-

cessing, tagging and other aspects of the dairy 

system and challenges where New Zealand has 

advanced technology to address them. 

“The discussions were held regarding potential 

areas for collaboration for mutual benefit. New 

Zealand is very advanced in feeding and breed-

ing practices, and these are areas where they 

can help us. We can increase animal productiv-

ity with the technology and methods adopted 

by them,” Sodhi stated. 

Hailing from a dairy farm in New Zealand and a 

“passionate supporter of cooperatives”, O’Con-

nor stated that it is important for industry play-

ers and farmers to understand the value and 

strength of cooperatives. 

“Without cooperatives, a product like milk, 

which has a very short shelf life, becomes a lia-

bility for farmers. So, you have to have some-

one who can help you process that product. 

Most of Amul's operations, starting from grass-

roots farmers all the way to (processing) facto-

ries, reflect the progress and success that we 

see in New Zealand.” 

As a pilot project for mutual engagement on 

dairy cooperation, New Zealand’s dairy farmers 

are currently working with some Indian farmers 

in Sonepat (Haryana), where about 300 milch 

cross-breed cows are being maintained using 

standards set by New Zealand. This pilot sup-

plies a small quantity of milk to Delhi’s markets 

at present. 

There is also a joint venture between New Zea-

land's cooperative dairy, Fonterra, and India's 

retail giant Future Group, which uses Indian 

milk to develop and supply high-value con-

sumer products using Fonterra's technology. 

 

Madhya Pradesh Govt Plans to Levy 'Cow Cess' to Fund 'Gaushalas' to House Stray Bo-

vines 
November 8, 2019, 3:06 PM IST 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/madhya-pradesh-govt-plans-to-levy-cow-cess-to-fund-gaushalas-for-hous-

ing-stray-bovines-2377703.html 

 

hopal: Aiming to raise funds for proper 

care of stray bovines, the Madhya Pra-

desh government is considering a pro-

posal to levy cow cess in the state that has close 

to 10 lakh stray cows. 

Ahead of Assembly polls last year, the Congress 

had promised to set up 'gaushalas' (cow shel-

ters) in every gram panchayat in the state. But 

the plan failed to take off as the state govern-

ment grappled with funds — in the first phase, 

it had announced the establishment of one 

thousand gaushalas. 

 

The Kamal Nath-led government now has de-

cided to impose a cow cess in order to collect 

the required funds for the establishment of 

cowsheds. 

"We are definitely planning to impose a fresh 

tax on cow conservation," said Animal Hus-

bandry Minister Lakhan Singh Yadav, adding 
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that fresh census has revealed there are over 10 

lakh stray cows in the state and their care re-

quires massive funds. 

The Congress government has claimed that the 

earlier BJP government, in its 15 years of rule, 

emptied the state coffers and this is why the 

current dispensation is being forced to levy cow 

cess to generate funds. 

But the BJP has expresses its discontent with 

the allegations. 

BJP MLA Vishwas Sarang accused the Congress 

of boasting about many things, including on the 

issue of cow conservation in its election mani-

festo. "They are discontinuing our schemes in 

this regard and are now imposing a cow cess. 

They have nothing to do with conservation of 

cows," he said. 

The Congress government has been persistently 

cornered by the BJP over the issue of cow con-

servation as promised in its manifesto. 

Senior Congress leader Digvijaya Singh last 

month had tweeted an image of stray cows 

gathered on the Bhopal-Indore highway, under-

scoring this was the situation on the thorough-

fare with the bovines often dying in road acci-

dents. He had also demanded that the state 

government immediately shift these animals to 

a cow sanctuary or a 'gaushala'. 

 

'Fitbit' for cows: Indian startup tackles low dairy productivity 
NOVEMBER 08, 2019 12:11 JST 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Startups-in-Asia/Fitbit-for-cows-Indian-startup-tackles-low-dairy-productivity 

EW DELHI -- Prahlad Kumawat is all too 

familiar with the bitter irony of Indian 

dairy farming. In a country that consid-

ers cows sacred and where people consume far 

more milk than anywhere else on earth, pro-

duction is painfully inefficient. 

Kumawat keeps eight animals in the dusty 

northwestern village of Daulatpura. When they 

are lactating, he sells 20 to 30 liters of milk a 

day, earning around 20,000 rupees ($280) per 

month. But he struggles to survive long 

stretches when his cows are not producing at 

all. "It's not easy to run a household by only 

selling milk," Kumawat said. 

Technology might now make his life -- and the 

lives of roughly half a billion Indians who work 

in farming -- easier. 

Hundreds of startups are shaking up Indian agri-

culture, proposing solutions to chronically low 

output. The number of agritech ventures has 

risen 25% to 450 this year, with funding up 

300% to $248 million, according to the National 

Association of Software and Service Companies. 

This wave of innovation and investment prom-

ises to support Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

pledge to double farmer incomes by 2022. 

In dairy farming, one of the brightest prospects 

is Stellapps Technologies. The Bangalore-based 

company was founded in 2011 by five telecom 

experts from Wipro, a leader in India's infor-

mation technology sector. Their idea of using 

sensors and data to increase efficiency across 

the entire milk supply chain -- production, pro-

curement and chilled logistics -- has attracted 

$18 million from investors including the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation. More money is on 

the horizon. 
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It all starts with the mooOn, a device Stellapps 

co-founder and chief executive Ranjith Mukun-

dan describes as a sort of "Fitbit for cows." 

On humans, Fitbit wrist bracelets monitor 

health data, step counts and sleep quality. Simi-

larly, the bovine version straps onto legs to 

keep tabs on cows' activity. Mukundan said this 

makes it possible to optimize breeding and pro-

vide preventive health care. 

Both are critical. 

The hardships of farmers like Kumawat have 

nothing to do with insufficient demand. This 

year, India is projected to consume 69.8 million 

tons of liquid milk, 3.2 times more than the U.S. 

and over twice as much as the European Union, 

according to a U.S. Department of Agriculture 

report. 

The trouble is that the average Indian cow pro-

duces only 1,200 liters annually, versus about 

12,000 liters in the U.S. or Europe. The differ-

ence, Mukundan explained, is that while U.S. 

cows usually go no more than a month or two 

without lactating, the dry spells in India can last 

as long as six to seven months because of ill-

timed breeding. That leaves farmers like Ku-

mawat struggling to eke out a precarious living. 

To pay the bills, Kumawat also grows pulses on 

a modest patch of land in his remote town -- a 

roughly seven-hour drive from New Delhi, 

through heavy city traffic and over treacherous 

rural roads. "It is difficult for a small farmer like 

me to keep feeding cattle during the dry spell," 

said the father of three. 

One reason Indian cows underproduce is that 

farmers often miss ovulation cycles. The farm-

ers rely on visual signs and, if the animals ovu-

late during the night, they might not notice at 

all. "When ovulation happens," Mukundan said, 

"you need to artificially inseminate [quickly] be-

cause peak ovulation lasts only about four to six 

hours." 

The mooOn "captures that," he said. Stellapps 

sends alerts to local vets registered with the 

company, so the cattle can be inseminated in 

time. "[Our] software is always detecting it ... as 



the cost of not noticing can be very high -- a 

long dry spell." 

Mukundan performed some quick calculations 

to show just how expensive that can be. 

 

He explained that the animals ovulate every 21 

days. If a lactating cow yields, say, 10 liters a 

day, missing a single cycle would mean losing 

210 liters. 

"Then you are missing one cycle after the other, 

so you may lose six cycles," he continued. Con-

sidering the average Indian farmer sells milk for 

25 rupees a liter, six missed cycles works out to 

31,500 rupees or nearly $450 in lost annual in-

come from just one cow. 

Stellapps says around 50,000 mooOn devices 

are in use, leading to a 38% rise in productivity 

and a fivefold increase in profitabilityfor farm-

ers. The startup charges $1 per cow every 

month for the device and support services. 

Inefficiencies in Indian farming are not confined 

to the dairy business. Even a cursory tour of the 

countryside reveals a heavy reliance on back-

breaking manual labor. Many farmers plow 

their fields with ox carts, unable to afford trac-

tors. Monsoon rains play an outsize role in de-

termining harvest success or failure. 

Indeed, agricultural productivity growth as a 

whole lags "far behind that of other Asian econ-

omies such as China, Vietnam, Indonesia and 

Thailand," according to an Organization for Eco-

nomic Cooperation and Development report 

published in July 2018. "Average yields of most 

key crops in India are still low compared to 

other major producers and, in some cases, even 

world averages." 

Indian farm incomes, the OECD notes, are 

around one-third those of nonagricultural 

households. This poses a challenge for Modi. 

Agriculture accounts for 43% of employment in 

the country of 1.3 billion, according to the latest 



International Labor Organization figures -- a 

huge voting bloc. 

Howls of protest from farmers are one reason 

India on Nov. 4 opted out of the Regional Com-

prehensive Economic Partnership, or RCEP, 

missing a chance to join a free trade area span-

ning the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

plus Australia, New Zealand, Japan, South Korea 

and China. If Stellapps and other agritech 

startups solve the productivity problem, how-

ever, it might give Modi more flexibility. 

 

While smarter milk production begins in the 

barn, it does not end there. Stellapps has devel-

oped a suite of automated "internet of things" 

tools for corporate clients as well, designed to 

strengthen key links in the milk supply chain. 



"When we looked at the entire [dairy] supply 

chain, we noticed there were a lot of inefficien-

cies and the only way to get rid of them was to 

deploy sensors across the chain," Mukundan 

said. 

Dairy farmers bring their milk to a village collec-

tion point, where a Stellapps device grades its 

quality. An ultrasonic sensor measures the fat 

and protein content and can detect whether 

water has been added. 

In cold storage, meanwhile, Stellapps sensors 

monitor the temperature. An anomalous read-

ing will trigger an alert, warning that someone 

might have switched off the cooling system. 

Stellapps has deployed its IoT devices at about 

20,000 locations across India, with the network 

monitoring around 6 million liters of milk daily. 

The company aims to reach 150,000 locations, 

including farms, collection centers and chilling 

facilities, in the next three years. At that point, 

one way or another, the startup will be handling 

roughly 30 million liters of milk daily. 

The company counts over 150 customers for 

these supply chain monitoring services, includ-

ing major dairy processors Nestle, Amul, ITC, 

Britannia and Hatsun. 

"Stellapps has come up with a fairly creative 

idea around procurement in the dairy sector 

which others are not doing," said Abhinav Shah, 

CEO and co-founder of Osam Dairy, another cli-

ent that collects milk from 3,000 farmers in the 

eastern state of Jharkhand and neighboring Bi-

har. "Their solutions are fairly innovative, fairly 

unique in the market and they help you solve 

problems." 

Stellapps' sales pitch is that its devices help 

dairy businesses collect more, higher-quality 

milk, enhancing profitability. For the startup it-

self, profits remain elusive, Mukundan admit-

ted. 

 

"We have not broken even. We are spending 

more than we are earning because there is a 

huge amount of R&D expense that we are incur-

ring even today." 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Companies/ITC-Corp.-Ltd


One initiative is to make a smaller mooOn. The 

challenge is to pack enough battery power into 

a slimmer device, since it is not rechargeable 

and needs to last five to seven years. 

"We are cracking those problems," Mukundan 

said. 

Another round of fundraising could help. The 

first $18 million came from investors such as 

Omnivore, an agritech fund tied to the multibil-

lion-dollar Godrej Group conglomerate, Binny 

Bansal, co-founder of e-commerce group Flip-

kart, Blume Ventures and the Gates Founda-

tion. Stellapps is looking to drum up an addi-

tional $30 million in the coming weeks. 

"We are trying to raise [the funds] just before or 

after Christmas," Mukundan said, adding that 

most of the prospective investors are in the U.S. 

and Europe. 

The company is eager to expand its agritech 

network all the way from South Asia to the 

West, too. 

In Sri Lanka, Stellapps is poised to close a deal 

worth more than $5 million with state-run dairy 

company Milco. The startup is looking at Bang-

ladesh as well. 

"We are also keen on tapping Africa, as it is very 

similar to India," said Ravishankar Shiroor, one 

of Mukundan's fellow founders. "We are look-

ing for opportunities where our solutions will al-

most directly fit. ... If there is an opportunity 

worth $2 million to $3 million in the first 12 

months to 18 months, we would like to get in 

there and expand." 

In Europe, Stellapps has opened a small office in 

northern France's Normandy region, backed by 

a French government program. Mukundan 

noted that European corporate clients are will-

ing to pay around $35 a month for cloud ser-

vices, text alerts and other services that fetch 

only around $4 in India. 

Nevertheless, Stellapps wants to unlock the un-

tapped potential of its home market. 

The company plans to use some of the money it 

raises to launch financial and insurance services 

for India's small-scale farmers. Shiroor is leading 

a "transformation and consulting team whose 

mandate is to handhold our customers through 

the digitization journey," according to Mukun-

dan. 

"We sort of want to become a McKinsey for 

dairies," he said, telling customers, "Look guys, 

this is how digitization can help you, this is how 

it can improve your balance sheet." 

That includes ensuring steadier flows of milk 

and money for farmers like Kumawat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Modi govt plans cow course to help entrepreneurs launch start-ups in bovine industry 
7 November, 2019 12:31 pm IST 

https://theprint.in/economy/modi-govt-plans-cow-course-to-help-entrepreneurs-launch-start-ups-in-bovine-in-

dustry/316429/ 

 

ew Delhi: Aspiring entrepreneurs in the 

bovine industry will soon get lessons 

on the spiritual, social, economic and 

environmental importance of cows. To encour-

age cow-based entrepreneurship, the Rashtriya 

Kamdhenu Aayog, which falls under the newly-

formed animal husbandry ministry, is set to 

launch a course that it hopes will help entrepre-

neurs have complete knowledge of the indus-

try. 

While the Aayog has conceptualised the project, 

the course is being prepared by the Entrepre-

neurship Development Institute of India (EDII), 

an autonomous and not-for-profit institute. The 

course is likely to have 70-80 lectures and will 

target entrepreneurs across the country. 

“This is a major area that has not been tapped. 

People need to have basic knowledge of the in-

dustry,” said Vallabh Kathiria, chairman of the 

Aayog. 

“An MoU will be signed between EDII and 

Kamdhenu Aayog for this course and other 

schemes soon. There is a lot of scope in this in-

dustry but entrepreneurs don’t know and our 

job is to ensure there is a greater awareness in 

the field.” 

The Aayog, however, is yet to work out the mo-

dalities of where to conduct the course. The 

Aayog was set up by the Narendra Modi govern-

ment in February to ensure the conservation, 

protection and development of indigenous 

cows in the country. 

Five-part course 

The course will be divided into five parts each 

concentrating on a particular theme. 

Students will be given lessons on the spiritual, 

social, economic and environmental importance 

of cows. They will also be given information on 

the scope of investment in the industry. At the 

same time, all the current government schemes 
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that are available will also be discussed so that 

they can make use of it. 

According to sources, the Aayog is trying to en-

sure government funding for the project. They 

further said that the EDII, apart from the 

course, will also work on developing cow-based 

tourism centres. 

Kathiria further said that the economic im-

portance of cows needs to be highlighted which 

will encourage more start-ups in this field. He 

has also been holding meetings with academi-

cians and students to chalk out a plan for at-

tracting and encouraging youths to be entrepre-

neurs in this field. 

 

India, US optimistic about inking trade deal before year-end: Indian diplomat 
November 07, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/india-us-optimistic-about-inking-trade-deal-before-year-end-indian-

diplomat/article29909466.ece 

ommerce and Industry Minister Piyush 

Goyal likely to visit US next week 

India and the US are “quite optimistic” 

that they will ink a trade deal before the end of 

this year, a senior Indian diplomat has said. 

Manoj Kumar Mohapatra, Minister (Commerce) 

in the Embassy of India in Washington, said 

here on Wednesday that Commerce and Indus-

try Minister Piyush Goyal will visit the US next 

week during which he will hold discussions over 

the trade deal. 

“We have held several discussions with the US 

Trade Representative office and Ambassador 

Robert Lighthizer for the trade talks,” Moha-

patra said at an event held in the Consulate 

General of India, New York. During his US trip, 

Goyal will visit both Washington and New York. 

“We will be continuing our trade talks. We are 

quite committed that before the closing of this 

year, we will be having an agreement which will 

be giving a boost to further our trade relation-

ship,” Mohapatra said. 

Highlighting the strong India-US relationship 

and the potential for bilateral ties in the area of 

trade to increase substantially, he said, “Both 

the sides are quite optimistic that the trade deal 

would be inked before the end of the year.” 

Mohapatra was speaking at the launch of the 

North East New York Regional Chapter of the In-

dian American International Chamber of Com-

merce, where Federal Communications Com-

mission Chairman Ajit Pai was the Chief Guest. 

He said currently the Indo-US bilateral trade 

stands at about USD 150 billion and “this is in-

creasing by 10 per cent every year.” 

With the Narendra Modi government targeting 

to make India a five trillion dollar economy by 

2024, Mohapatra said the next-generation co-

operation between the two countries will be in 

areas such as Artificial Intelligence and data 

mining. He also underscored the strong defence 

cooperation between the two largest democra-

cies. 

India’s exports to the US in 2018-19 stood at 

USD 52.4 billion, while imports were USD 35.5 

billion. India received FDI worth USD 3.13 billion 

from the US in 2018-19, higher than USD 2 bil-

lion in 2017-18. In September, US President 

Donald Trump said that America will soon have 

a trade deal with India to boost economic ties 

between the two nations. 

“I think very soon. We are doing very well. (US 

Trade Representative) Robert Lighthizer who is 

right here negotiating with India ... I think, very 

soon we will have a trade deal,” Trump had said 
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in response to a question by PTI ahead of his bi-

lateral meeting with Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi on the margins of the high-level UN Gen-

eral Assembly session. “We will have a larger 

deal down the road...but we will have a trade 

deal,” Trump had said. 

India is demanding exemption from high duties 

imposed by the US on certain steel and alumin-

ium products, resumption of export benefits to 

certain domestic products under their General-

ised System of Preferences (GSP), greater mar-

ket access for its products from sectors, includ-

ing agriculture, automobile, auto components 

and engineering. 

The US, on the other hand, wants greater mar-

ket access for its farm and manufacturing prod-

ucts, dairy items and medical devices, and cut 

on import duties on some information and com-

munications technology (ICT) products. 

India partnership new way doing things — Fonterra 
07 November 2019 17:39 

https://www.ruralnewsgroup.co.nz/dairy-news/dairy-general-news/india-partnership-new-way-doing-things-fon-

terra 

onterra says its new partnership in India 

is an example of how the co-op is doing 

things differently. 

The launch of Fonterra’s food service business 

with Indian partner Future Group is described 

as “a capital light partnership”. 

Speaking at Fonterra’s annual meeting in Inver-

cargill today, chief executive Miles Hurrell said 

the venture combines the co-op’s dairy 

knowledge and know-how, with Future’s 

Group’s access to market, established customer 

base, and strong marketing and distribution 

networks.  

“Combine these two skill sets together and you 

get more than the sum of its parts.” 

 Through this partnership Fonterra will be ex-

porting its Anchor Food Professionals products 

from New Zealand to India, where demand for 

dairy is expected to grow at seven times the 

rate of China over the 

“And the reason I raise this as an example is be-

cause I believe it highlights the change in our 

thinking,” Hurrell told about 200 shareholders 

at the meeting. 

“In the past, we thought we needed to have 

physical assets on the ground in order to suc-

ceed. “We also had a wall of milk coming at us – 

which is not the case today. 

“Now, under our new strategy, we are looking 

to leverage our dairy know-how through part-

nerships, which will allow us to exploit our intel-

lectual property and enter markets that we 

might not otherwise have had access to, and to 

do so in a capital light way. 

Hurrell says this is something Fonterra is looking 

to do more of under its new strategy. 
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Workshop on production of clean milk held 
Nov 7, 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ludhiana/workshop-on-production-of-clean-milk-held/arti-

cleshow/71946469.cms 

udhiana: A workshop on guidelines on 

how to set up modern dairy farms for 

production of clean milk and tackle 

other issues faced by farmers was was jointly 

organised by the National Bank for Agriculture 

Development (NABARD) regional office and 

Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences 

University at its campus on Wednesday. 

‘Dairy entrepreneurship development scheme’ 

(DEDS) was introduced to the participants pre-

sent. The workshop was attended by 30 officers 

from dairy development, animal husbandry de-

partment, bankers and progressive farmers. 

H.K. Verma, director of extension education of 

Gadvasu delivered a lecture on extension ser-

vices provided by the varsity for promoting 

dairy & other inputs provided by university to 

the farmers. Parveen Bhatia, of NABARD ex-

plained about DEDS, a centrally sponsored 

scheme which was implemented through NAB-

ARD with an objective to promote setting up of 

modern dairy farms for production of clean 

milk, encourage calf rearing, bring structural 

changes in the unorganised sector and generate 

self-employment. He explained objectives of 

the scheme & also explained that new subsidy 

claims to be filed in NABARD portal. 

NABARD has sanctioned a project for subscrib-

ing monthly magazine ' Vigiyanik Pashu Palan' 

of Gadvasu to 800 farmers clubs, operational in 

Punjab for adopting recommendations of the 

university to manage animals in the scientific 

way for productivity enhancement. Deputy di-

rector, Dilbagh Singh, explained DEDS, initia-

tives and training programme run by the de-

partment. 

 

Absence of RCEP will lead to uncertainty, would want India to be in final pact: New Zea-

land trade minister 
Nov 06, 2019, 01.42 PM IST 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/absence-of-rcep-will-lead-to-uncertainty-would-

want-india-to-be-in-final-pact-new-zealand-trade-minister/articleshow/71936512.cms 

ew Delhi: The 15 members of the Re-

gional Comprehensive Economic Part-

nership (RCEP) trade agreement are 

committed to work with India before the pact is 

signed, New Zealand’s chief negotiator for the 

trade pact has said. 

“We would love to see India as part of the RCEP 

agreement. We understand the sensitivities 

here domestically and we’re committed, all the 

15 countries, to work with India before the final 

agreement can be reached,” said Damien 

O’Connor, New Zealand’s Minister of State for 

Trade and Export Growth at the sidelines of an 

interaction organised by the Confederation of 

Indian Industry here. 

India has said it remains open for further talks 

on the RCEP if its demands are met even though 

it is out of the pact for now and it put the onus 

on other countries to come out with a plan to 

address the unresolved issues. 

“At the moment, our decision to not join is fi-

nal,” commerce and industry minister Piyush 

Goyal said on Tuesday, a day after the conclu-
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sion of the pact in Bangkok. The pact is ex-

pected to be signed next year. 

Commenting on when would bilateral parleys 

begin with India and who would initiate those, 

O’Connor said: “That’s part of the negotiations 

and discussions now. I can’t prejudge what they 

might mean but clearly we still have good rela-

tionships with all countries and whether India is 

part of the agreement, that’s up for India and 

its ministers to decide, we hope they are”. 

Highlighting that New Zealand will have good 

relationships with India “regardless of what”, he 

said a trade agreement like RCEP will offer cer-

tainty. 

New Zealand is a member of RCEP and was 

pushing for opening up of India’s dairy sector, 

triggering fears of dumping of dairy products 

from milk-surplus countries like Australia and 

New Zealand. 

The minister said that total production from 

New Zealand can only feed 40 million people 

and the country will focus on high value prod-

ucts to complement the dairy farmers in India. 

“We hope that we can work through to a posi-

tion where Indian farmers and the minister him-

self can see the value including dairy,” he said. 

O’Connor is likely to visit dairy giant Amul’s 

plant later this week to understand India’s dairy 

sector. 

 

Opinion | All that glitters is desi cow milk 
06 Nov 2019 

https://www.livemint.com/opinion/quick-edit/opinion-all-that-glitters-is-desi-cow-milk/amp-

11573022100215.html 

n 2014, seven buffaloes were stolen from 

the well-protected farmhouse of Azam 

Khan, a powerful minister in the erstwhile 

Samajwadi Party government in Uttar Pradesh. 

A massive manhunt was launched and sniffer 

dogs were employed to retrieve the bovines. 

The buffaloes were eventually found, but not 

before three policemen were suspended for 

“dereliction of duty". 

A startling “revelation" by a Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) leader might make Khan wonder 

whether the frantic chase for his buffaloes was 

worth the effort and the sweat. Dilip Ghosh, 

BJP’s West Bengal chief, has said that desi (na-

tive) cow’s milk contains gold, as it’s yellowish 

in colour. Ghosh, who trained as a fitter at an 

industrial training institute, also offered a physi-

ological reason to back his claim. He said that 

Indian native cows have a hump on their back, 

which is embedded with “Swarna Nadi" (a 

golden artery or vein), and when sunlight falls 

on the hump, it produces gold. 

Had we known about this wonder of alchemy 

earlier, the country would not have had to im-

port so much gold every year. In 2018, we im-

ported about 760 tonnes of the precious metal, 

worth more than $31 billion. Just as we use a 

centrifugal device to separate buffalo milk and 

cream, we could extract gold from cow’s milk. 

The naïve lot who studied science, meanwhile, 

have put the milk’s yellow tinge down to a pig-

ment called beta-carotene. The same pigment is 

found in carrots, they say. But after Ghosh’s 

revelation, they should know better. 
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Dairy industry in Gujarat welcomes decision on RCEP 
November 6, 2019 8:04:23 

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/dairy-industry-in-gujarat-welcomes-decision-on-rcep-

6105386/ 

n Anand and Kheda districts, milk producers 

shy away from openly voicing their protest 

against the agreement, citing their “close 

proximity” to Amul as well as the leaders run-

ning the milk co-operatives. Lataben Patel, a 48-

year-old widow and resident of Mandroi village 

in Olpad taluka of Surat district, runs an animal 

husbandry business at her village. She is also 

the president of Mandroi Milk Producer Com-

mittee with over 125 members, who wrote let-

ters to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, request-

ing to exempt dairy industry from Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

agreement 

Lataben Patel has 70 cows and has 12 bigah of 

agricultural land in the village. She runs the ani-

mal husbandry business and farming single-

handedly. The milk collected at the collection 

centre in the committee is supplied to Sumul 

Dairy in Surat city. 

Talking to The Indian Express, she said, “My 

husband died 10 years ago. Our only daughter 

recently completed her MSc from Vallabh 

Vidhya Nagar and returned home. We started 

with two cows after the death of my husband. 

We struggled in the beginning as there was no 

support but my hard work helped me attain fi-

nancial stability. The daily production of milk 

from my cows is 120 litres, which I supply to Su-

mul Dairy.“ Lataben was among the five lakh 

women from various dairy co-operatives who 

wrote postcards to Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, protesting the RCEP agreement. 

“We opposed the RCEP agreement and had 

written postcards to PM Narendra Modi, re-

questing him to exempt the industry from it. 

We are happy and thankful that he did it. Cheap 

milk products from foreign countries would 

have been imported to India at zero per cent 

duty… The livelihood the lakhs of women in-

volved in dairy industry would have been af-

fected. Majority of the women associated in 

this industry don’t have strong financial back-

ground. They work hard and supply milk to the 

committees to earn a living,” she added. 

According to Jayesh Delad (Patel), director of 

Sumul Dairy, there are 35 lakh women in Guja-

rat associated with dairy industry. The annual 

turnover of milk production business in Gujarat 

is estimated to be Rs 35,000 crore and across 

the country, it is estimated to be Rs 5.10 lakh 

crore. There are over 15,500 milk producing 

committees in Gujarat associated with 18 milk 

federations in various districts. 

“We are happy that our postcard initiative to 

PM Narendra Modi requesting him to exempt 

dairy industry from RCEP agreement turned 

fruitful. Over 5 lakh postcards were written by 

women associated with the industry to the 

Prime Minister. There are many women associ-

ated with his industry and selling milk helps 

them run their family. We welcome such the 

decision by PM Narendra Modi.” 

In Anand and Kheda districts, milk producers 

shy away from openly voicing their protest 

against the agreement, citing their “close prox-

imity” to Amul as well as the leaders running 

the milk co-operatives. Some milk producers 

unions agreed on condition of anonymity that 

they sent letters to Modi earlier in October. 

Congress leader Bimal Shah says, “When the 

protests were aggressive, secretaries of the milk 

producers unions wrote symbolic letters to 

Modi in protest. There may have been around 

200 letters sent from Kheda and Anand dis-

tricts. However, both districts have people from 

across parties who work together in the dairy 
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industry. They may not want to speak about it 

openly. It definitely was a decision that could 

have impacted the livelihoods but now that it 

has been put on hold, the unions are heaving a 

sigh of relief.” 

 

Indian cow milk contains gold? Internet rips Dilip Ghosh apart 
November 5, 2019 16:45 IST 

https://www.indiatoday.in/trending-news/story/indian-cow-milk-contains-gold-internet-rips-dilip-ghosh-apart-

1615904-2019-11-05 

 

he internet is pretty amused with West 

Bengal BJP chief Dilip Ghosh's statement 

that Indian cows' milk contains gold. At 

a programme in Burdwan district, Ghosh said, 

"A feature of the Indian cow is that its milk con-

tains gold. That's the reason the colour of the 

milk is yellowish." 

During his speech, Ghosh also justified the rea-

son behind his 'gold' opinion about cow's milk 

and added, "The Indian cows have humps, 

which the foreign cows don't have. The foreign 

cow has a straight back, like a buffalo. The 

hump has an artery, called 'swarnanari' (gold ar-

tery). When sunlight falls on it, gold is made." 

"So the texture turns yellow or golden. This milk 

has preventive properties. A person can live on 

this kind of milk only. You don't have to eat any-

thing else. It is a complete food," he said. 

The internet found it difficult to figure out the 

logic in Ghosh's statement and came up with hi-

larious responses: 

 

FSSAI proposes to restrict sale and promotion of unhealthy foods in school premises 
November 05, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/policy/fssai-proposes-to-restrict-sale-and-promotion-of-un-

healthy-foods-in-school-premises/article29886471.ece 

The food safety authority looks to ensure 

healthy diets for children in schools 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of In-

dia (FSSAI) has proposed to restrict the sale and 

the advertisement of food products, which are 

high in fat, salt and sugar (HFSS), in school 

premises and within 50 meters of the school 

campus. 

According to the regulator, HFSS food includes 

deep fried foods such as french fries, fried 

chips, sugar-sweetened carbonated or non-car-

bonated beverages, ready-to-eat foods, noo-

dles, burgers, pizzas and confectionery items 

among others. 

This proposal is part of the draft Food Safety 

and Standards (Safe Food and Healthy Diets for 

School Children) Regulations, 2019, which is be-

ing finalised to define and promote healthy di-

ets. 

The regulator began working on these regula-

tions after a direction by the Delhi High Court in 

2015. 
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“School Authority shall ensure that no person 

shall offer or expose for sale of pre-packaged 

foods which are referred to as foods high in fat, 

salt and sugar as per the Food Safety and Stand-

ards (Labelling and display) Regulations, 2019, 

to school children in school canteens/mess 

premises/hostel kitchens or within 50 meters of 

the school campus,” the draft notification 

stated. 

The draft regulations also proposed that food 

companies that make HFSS products “shall not 

advertise or offer for free sale of such foods to 

children in school premises or within 50 meters 

of the school campus.” 

It also proposes that food companies will “not 

market, sell, or give away low-nutrition foods 

anywhere on school campus, including through 

logos, brand names, posters, textbook covers 

etc.” 

‘Register as food business operators’ 

According to the ten point charter proposed by 

the FSSAI, schools that sell or cater meals on 

their own will be required to register them-

selves as food business operators. Food opera-

tors, who ahve been contracted for mid-day 

meals, will also have to ensure that they obtain 

registration or license in line with FSSAI’s regu-

lations. 

The regulator has also proposed setting up a 

sub-committee by the State Level Advisory 

Committee to monitor the implementation of 

these regulations and to ensure availability of 

safe and wholesome food to school children in 

the draft regulations. 

It has sought views from stakeholders on the 

draft notification before finalisation of these 

regulations. 

FSSAI has also given a set of general guidelines 

for selection of food products to be offered in 

school premises in its proposed regulations, and 

has urged schools to adopt a comprehensive 

programme for promoting safe and healthy di-

ets. 

 

India refuses to sign up for RCEP; says its core concerns remain unresolved 
November 04, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/india-says-no-to-rcep-as-its-concerns-remain-unaddressed/arti-

cle29880428.ece 

rowing protests from industry, farm 

sector and political parties also the rea-

son; other bloc members to give Delhi 

time to consider 

India has decided not to join the Regional Com-

prehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact 

saying it will not “compromise” on its core is-

sues. 

But other RCEP members, including the ASEAN 

bloc, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and 

New Zealand, are keeping the door open for 

New Delhi if it decides to join at a later date 

once its concerns are addressed. 

“India has conveyed its decision not to join the 

RCEP agreement... India had significant issues of 

core interest that remained unresolved. The 

country has participated in good faith in the 

RCEP discussions and had negotiated hard with 

a clear eyed view of our interests. In the given 

circumstances, we believe not joining the agree-

ment is the right decision,” said Vijay Thakur 

Singh, Secretary (East), Ministry of External Af-

fairs, addressing a press conference in Bangkok 

after the RCEP Summit. 

Other RCEP members, though, want India to 

keep its options open. “India has significant out-

standing issues, which remain unresolved. All 
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RCEP participating countries will work together 

to resolve these outstanding issues in a mutu-

ally satisfactory way. India’s final decision will 

depend on satisfactory resolution of these is-

sues,” the statement said. 

 

he statement also said that fifteen RCEP 

countries (all members other than In-

dia), had completed the negotiations for 

the RCEP agreement and would sign the deal 

next year. “We noted 15 RCEP participating 

countries have concluded text-based negotia-

tions for all 20 chapters and essentially all their 

market access issues, and tasked legal scrubbing 

by them to commence for signing in 2020,” the 

statement said. 

Guided by impact: PM 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his speech at 

the Summit, said that his decision of not joining 

the agreement was guided by the impact that it 

would have on the lives and livelihoods of all In-

dians, especially the vulnerable sections. He re-

ferred to Mahatma Gandhi and his advice on re-

calling the face of the weakest and poorest and 

asking if the steps being considered were of any 

use to them. 

Growing opposition 

One of the reason for India’s decision to not join 

the trading bloc was the growing agitation 

against the pact not just from the Indian indus-

try but also from farmer groups. Representa-

tives from a large number of industrial sectors, 

ranging from steel and engineering goods to 

textiles and plastics, had asked Commerce and 

Industry Minister Piyush Goyal to protect them 

against zero-tariff imports, especially from 

China. 

The All India Kisan Sangharsh Coordination 

Committee (AIKSCC), a forum of over 250 farm-

ers organisations from across the country, has 

been aggressively protesting against the RCEP 
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for the past few weeks stating that cheap im-

ports would destroy the dairy sector as also 

vegetable and fruit growers. 

The Swadeshi Jagran Manch, the economic wing 

of the RSS, had also asked Prime Minister Modi 

not to lead India into the RCEP as it would spell 

doom for the Indian industry, especially the 

small sector. 

A number of oppos)ition political parties, in-

cluding the Congress, had asked the govern-

ment to go slow on the deal and take into con-

sideration all the pros and cons. 

Lose-all proposition 

“The main problem with the RCEP pact was that 

it was too ambitious for India’s good. As part of 

the agreement, India would have had to elimi-

nate import duties on 80-90 per cent items over 

a period for which our industry and farmers 

were not prepared. Moreover, India was not 

getting anything in the area of services. So, it 

was a lose-all proposition for India,” a Delhi-

based trade expert told BusinessLine. 

What made the problem worse for India was 

that RCEP members were not agreeing to the 

safeguards it had proposed, in the form of strin-

gent rules of origin and safeguard tariffs, to pro-

tect against a possible surge in imports. This 

proved to be the deal-breaker. 

Despite protests from stakeholders, India had 

continued with the negotiations as the RCEP 

would have resulted in the world’s largest free 

trade bloc. The 16 members together account 

for 39 per cent of global GDP, 30 per cent of 

global trade, 26 per cent of global foreign direct 

investment flows, and 45 per cent of the total 

population. 

 

India Decides Not to Join World's Largest Free Trade Agreement RCEP, Says Can't Com-

promise Core Interests 
November 4, 2019 

https://www.news18.com/news/business/india-decides-not-to-join-worlds-largest-free-trade-agreement-rcep-

says-cant-compromise-core-interests-2373555.html 

 

he Indian government has decided not 

to join the Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Partnership (RCEP), which would 

have been the world’s largest trade pact, over 

concerns that it could lead to a potential flood 

of Chinese imports in the country. 

According to government officials, Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi, attending the RCEP summit 

in Bangkok, stood firm on India’s concerns in 

the trade deal not being addressed and decided 

there cannot be any compromise on core inter-

ests. “RCEP agreement does not reflect its origi-

nal intent. The outcome was not fair or bal-

anced,” they said. 

External affairs ministry’s secretary (East), Vijay 

Singh Thakur, said that India conveyed its deci-

sion not to join the RCEP at the summit on 

Monday. This, he said, reflects both the govern-

ment’s assessment of current global situation 

and of the fairness and balance of the agree-

ment. 
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News18 had on Sunday reported that objec-

tions raised by India had dampened hopes of fi-

nalising the 16-nation pact, which would have 

included 30 percent of global GDP and half of 

the world's people. The Indian government was 

worried its small businesses would be hit hard 

by a flood of cheap Chinese goods imports. 

The RCEP is a trade deal that was under negoti-

ation among 16 countries — the 10 member 

countries of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN), and the six countries with 

which the ASEAN bloc has free trade agree-

ments (FTA). These included Australia, China, 

South Korea, Japan and New Zealand. 

In his speech at the RCEP Summit, Modi said 

that a lot of things, including global economic 

and trade scenarios, had changed during seven 

years of RCEP negotiations that can’t be over-

looked. 

“The present form of the RCEP Agreement does 

not fully reflect the basic spirit and the agreed 

guiding principles of RCEP,” the PM said, adding 

that India’s farmers, traders, professionals and 

industries have stakes in such decisions. 

“When I measure the RCEP Agreement with re-

spect to the interests of all Indians, I do not get 

a positive answer. Therefore, neither the Talis-

man of Gandhiji nor my own conscience permit 

me to join RCEP,” he further said. 

Sources said the decision to stay away from the 

trade pact was taken after key issues - inade-

quate protection against import surge, insuffi-

cient differential with China, possible circum-

vention of rules of origin, keeping the base year 

as 2014 and no credible assurances on market 

access and non-tariff barriers – could not be re-

solved during the talks over the weekend. 

India also raised the unviability of having Most 

Favoured Nation status among member coun-

tries as the benefit would then lose its edge in 

case of nations beyond the bloc. 

According to officials, India’s stand was a mix-

ture of "pragmatism, the urge to safeguard in-

terests of poor and effort to give an advantage 

to India’s service sector while not shying away 

from opening up to global competition across 

sectors." 

The negotiations were first launched at the 

2012 ASEAN Summit in Cambodia, but had sput-

tered along since then as India'a cautious stance 

since then to protect domestic interests had 

been the major hurdle. It is not clear whether 

the RCEP agreement would move forward with-

out India. 

There were indications that the rest of the 

countries may announce a provisional agree-

ment amid trade tensions between the US and 

China that have pushed economic growth in the 

region to its lowest in five years. The deal is ex-

pected to be signed next year at the summit in 

Vietnam. 

Why India Was Wary 

Under RCEP, India would have been required to 

eliminate tariffs on 74% of goods from China, 

Australia and New Zealand, and 90% goods 

from Japan, South Korea and ASEAN. In the 

midst of an economic slowdown, India faced 

the risk of becoming a dumping ground for 

cheap Chinese goods. 

India’s position was a difficult one as while it 

can’t remain isolated, it wanted to make sure 

that Chinese goods don’t dominate its market. 

New Delhi, in particular, had sought protections 

against Chinese agricultural goods. 

Several voices in India, from the Congress to 

farmers’ outfits and even the RSS-linked Swade-

shi Jagran Manch, had opposed the deal and ar-

gued that the Free Trade Agreement with China 

would be the death knell for India’s manufac-

turing and production sectors. 



India already has a $57 billion trade deficit with 

China, which has been a major cause of concern 

for policymakers. However, some experts be-

lieved that working out an agreement with 

China within the framework of RCEP would 

have been the only way to deal with Beijing. 

A Free Trade Agreement, however, could have 

been the next big leap after the 1991 Liberalisa-

tion policy that India needs to hurtle towards its 

target of becoming a $5 trillion economy. 

India has $100 billion trade with five trading 

partners. But, it doesn’t have FTAs with any of 

them. If we New Delhi were to double the GDP 

by 2022, it also needs to double its trade vol-

ume with its big trading partners. 

 

 

India decides not to join RCEP: Decoding the reasons behind its decision 
Nov 04, 2019 08:40 PM IST  

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/economy/policy/india-decides-not-to-join-rcep-decoding-the-reasons-be-

hind-its-decision-4602701.html 

he Indian government on November 4 

announced that it has decided not to 

join the Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Cooperation (RCEP) as  negotiations 

failed to address New Delhi's concerns. 

"We took the right decision to not join RCEP in 

national interest. India participated in RCEP in 

good faith and negotiated hard. India has signif-

icant core interests that remain unresolved," 

Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement. 

What is RCEP? 

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partner-

ship (RCEP) is a proposed free-trade agreement 

(FTA) among 16 countries 

The countries in RCEP include the 10 ASEAN 

countries — Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, 

Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam, Myanmar, 

Brunei, Cambodia, Laos —and their largest trad-

ing partners—Australia, China, India, Japan, 

New Zealand and Korea. 

What is the deal's significance? 

The deal, once implemented, will create the 

world's largest trading bloc. These 16 countries 

account for about half of the world’s popula-

tion, 25 percent of global GDP, nearly a third 

(30 percent) of global trade and the 26 percent 

of world foreidng direct investment flows (FDI). 

These 

Negotiations for this agreement, which will en-

tail substantial lowering of import tariffs for 

movement of goods and services across the 

member nations, have been ongoing since 

2012. 

India's worries 

The RCEP could force India to cut duties on 

about 90 percent of the goods that are cur-

rently imported to India over the next 15 years. 

This has raised concerns that India will be 

flooded with cheaper imported goods, particu-

larly from China and dairy products from Aus-

tralia and New Zealand. 

 

 

In his opening remarks at the ASEAN-India sum-

mit on November 3, Indian Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi did not mention the ongoing RCEP 

negotiations. Instead, he spoke about the 
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ASEAN-India partnership and the decision to re-

view his country’s trade agreement with the 

bloc. 

"This will not only make our economic relations 

more stronger, but our trade will also be bal-

anced," Modi said. 

Throughout the duration of RCEP negotiations, 

PM Narendra Modi and his team ensured a deal 

for India, while ensuring the domestic industry 

and farmers’ interests are adequately safe-

guarded. 

There have been concerns that India will be 

flooded with cheaper imported goods, such as 

steel from China and dairy products from Aus-

tralia and New Zealand. 

India registered a trade deficit in 2018-19 with 

as many as 11 RCEP member countries. 

The industry reservations aren’t unfounded, 

given India’s huge trade deficit with China. 

China is India’s largest trading partner while we 

are China's 11th largest trading partner India 

had a trade deficit of $104 billion with RCEP 

countries. More than half of this was with China 

at $53 billion. This has raised worries about In-

dia being flooded with Chinese goods once the 

RCEP deal takes effect. 

What were the key issues concerning tariffs? 

One of the key issues concerns the base year. 

India is opposed to the proposal that 2013 be 

treated as the base year for reducing tariffs, ef-

fectively implying that member countries 

should slash import duties on products to the 

level that existed in 2013. India is pushing for 

2019 as the base year, given that import duties 

on many products such as textiles and the elec-

tronic products have gone up in the last six 

years. 

What were the other key thorny issues on re-

duction of tariffs? 

India wants an auto-trigger mechanism to be in-

stitutionalised in the pact. This would serve as a 

kind of protective mechanism that a member 

country can invoke to safeguard in case of a un-

expected flow of imports after RCEP comes into 

effect. 

Besides, there are issues around ratchet obliga-

tions. India wants exemptions built into the 

ratchet obligations as part of the pact. A 

ratchet  obligations implies that a member 

country cannot raising tariffs once the pact 

comes into effect. An exemption would imply 

that a country will be able to erect restrictive 

measures later on grounds of protecting na-

tional interest. 

There is also the issue of data localisation under 

RCEP deal. India wants all countries to have the 

rights to protect data. This would imply that 

countries can share data only where it is “nec-

essary to achieve a legitimate public policy ob-

jective” or "necessary in the country's opinion, 

for the protection of its essential security inter-

ests or national interests". 

 

FSSAI Recruitment 2019 for Food Analyst 
November 3, 2019 2:33 pm 

https://www.sentinelassam.com/jobs-in-assam/fssai-recruitment-2019-for-food-analyst/ 

efore applying, candidates should en-

sure that they fulfill the eligibility crite-

ria for the advertised posts. The candi-

dates qualified in Food Analyst Examination 

conducted by FSSAI are only eligible to apply for 

the post of Food Analyst. The Food Authority 

would admit to the Examinations all the candi-

dates applying for the post with the requisite 

fee/intimation charges (wherever applicable) on 

the basis of the information furnished in the 
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ONLINE application and shall determine their el-

igibility only at the final stage i.e. interview or 

document verification. If at that stage, it is 

found that any information furnished in the 

ONLINE application is false/ incorrect or if ac-

cording to the Food Authority, the candidate 

does not satisfy the eligibility criteria for the 

post, his/ her candidature will be cancelled and 

he/she will not be allowed to appear for inter-

view and can be removed from service without 

notice, if he/she has already joined the Author-

ity. 

Post Name:       Food Analyst 

Qualification:       M.Sc, MVSC 

Vacancies:     06 

Experience:       3 – 5 years 

Age:  35 Yrs 

Job Location:       Across India 

Last Date:        11/11/2019 

Application Fees: GEN/EWS/OBC -Rs.750/-, 

Rs.250/-Intimation Charges -TotalRs.1000/-

,SC/ST/Women/ExServicemen/PwBD – NIL, 

Rs.250/-Intimation Charges -TotalRs.250/- 

Selection Process: – 

Stages of Selection: Written Examination + In-

terview. Shortlisting of Candidates for Interview 

– Candidates who fulfill the prescribed mini-

mum essential qualifications for a particular 

post are generally shortlisted.  Interviews: Inter-

views will be conducted at FSSAI, Headquarters. 

Candidates are required to apply only ONLINE 

through the Authority’s website 

www.fssai.gov.in. No other mode for submis-

sion of application is available. 

Important Dates: Website Link Open For Online 

Registration of Applications and Payment of 

Fees/Intimation Charges: 16.10.2019 Last Date 

for Online Application: 11.11.2019 (Till 11.59 

PM). 

The Authority reserves the right to make any 

change in these dates. 

Address: Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India A Statutory Authority under Ministry of 

Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India (HR Di-

vision) FDA Bhavan, Kotla Road, New Delhi-110 

002. 

 

Former MP protests against RCEP: ‘It will spell doom for dairy farmers’ 
November 2, 2019 4:31:35 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/former-mp-raju-shetti-protests-against-rcep-it-will-spell-doom-for-dairy-

farmers-6098890/ 

ormer MP and Swabhimani Paksha 

leader Raju Shetti has written to the cen-

tral government protesting against the 

proposed Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP). In a letter to Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi, Shetti said RCEP would 

“spell doom for dairy farmers” in the country. 

Advertising 

F 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/former-mp-raju-shetti-protests-against-rcep-it-will-spell-doom-for-dairy-farmers-6098890/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/former-mp-raju-shetti-protests-against-rcep-it-will-spell-doom-for-dairy-farmers-6098890/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-india-has-said-no-to-rcep-6103235/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-india-has-said-no-to-rcep-6103235/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-india-has-said-no-to-rcep-6103235/
https://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi


RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement be-

tween 10 member states of ASEAN and its six 

members of FTA. 

This agreement will form the largest economic 

bloc in the world allowing for free trade be-

tween members. 

Formally launched in November 2012, India is 

one of the signatories of the RCEP, which has 

raised the antennas of many sectors in the 

country. The dairy industry is one of the sectors 

that fear availability of cheap imports from 

countries like New Zealand would hamper its 

prospects. 

In his letter, farmers’ leader Shetti stated that 

by signing RCEP, India will open its door for 

cheap imports in the dairy and other agricul-

tural sectors. Other than the dairy sector, the 

former MP said the agreement has been op-

posed by steel and the manufacturing indus-

tries. 

“Along with this, sectors like toy, pharmaceuti-

cals, electronics, generic medicines etc have 

also protested against this,” Shetti’s letter read. 

He claimed that India was being looked upon by 

global markets, which plan to flood the country 

with cheap imports. 

Shetti said milllions of dairy farmers were under 

threat due to RCEP. 

He said the country has large trade deficit with 

the RCEP countries and the proposed agree-

ment will allow other countries to “balance 

their economics” by sending cheap imports to 

India. “All these countries are looking to get out 

of recession through this,” he said. 

Urging the prime minister to consider the mat-

ter, Shetti said one of the leaders in the govern-

ment had made it a prestige issue. 

He said this agreement will be a “suicide trap” 

for the country and urged the prime minister 

not to go ahead with it. 

 

RCEP: Experts warn of adverse impact on agriculture, dairy sector ahead of PM Modi’s 

Bangkok visit 
November 1, 2019 7:22:22 PM 

https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/rcep-india-asean-fta-what-is-rcep-farmers-strike-experts-warn-of-

adverse-impact-on-agriculture-daiy-sector/1752079/ 

 

egional Comprehensive Economic Part-

nership (RCEP): Farmers bodies and ex-

perts have expressed serious concerns 

over the inclusion of farm and dairy products in 

the Regional Comprehensive Partnership Agree-

ment (RCEP) that is under discussion between 

ASEAN and 6 other nations including India. 

While farmers have called for a nationwide pro-

test on November 4 when Prime Minister Modi 

will be meeting the leaders of Asean and five 

other countries, experts have called for keeping 

the agriculture out of the proposed free trade 

agreement. The country does not need to im-

port any agricultural products except edible oils 

said Ajay Dua, former secretary, ministry of 

commerce and industries, adding that the 

threat of dumping of dairy products from New 

Zealand and Australia is real and it will affect 

the livelihood of Indian farmers. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi is visiting Bang-

kok, from November 2 to 4, to participate in a 

series of meetings, including the one related to 

RCEP. 

“New Zealand produces 9 times more dairy 

products than its own requirements. And the 

number of cattle is also high in the country. 

There are just 10,000 large dairy farmers but 

they are large farmers with over a thousand cat-

tle each,” said Ajay Dua, who was associated 

with several trade negotiations in the past in-

cluding WTO. 

“Indian farmers have just one or two cattle and 

it’s a question of livelihood for them, for the 

farmers in New Zealand and Australia it’s an is-

sue of commercialisation,” he told Financial Ex-

press Online. 

Farmers organisations will stage a nationwide 

protest on November 4 when Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi will be meeting with ASEAN and 

other leaders in Bangkok. According to the re-

ports, Indian negotiators have already finished 

major part of the negotiation and some tricky 

issues will be sorted out before the summit 

meeting on Monday. According to the sources, 

most of the discussion is complete and Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi would have to take a 

political call on signing the RCEP. 

Given the possibiliy of adverse impact on the 

ariculture sector, several farmers organisations 

have already staged a protest against the deal 

on October 27 in all the major farming states. 

They took out protest marches in Punjab, Har-

yana, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, 

Rajasthan and some other states. 

Rajya Sabha member Jairam Ramesh, who was 

rural development minister in the previous UPA 

government, has attacked the Modi govern-

ment saying that it will be the third biggest jolt 

to the country’s economy after noteban and 

GST. He also asked the government to make the 

details of negotiations public. 

According to the data used for PM Kisan Sam-

man Nidhi, there are 10 crore small and mar-

ginal farmers in the country. Most of them also 

raise cattle to supplement their meager farm in-

comes which depends on the vagaries of south-

west monsoon while milk provides them ready 

cash. 

The country has sufficient production and stock 

of staple food items except for oilseeds and 

pulses. Though the country’s edible oil require-

ments are long term in nature, the import of 

pulses is mostly cyclical in nature. Experts fear 

that the inclusion of agriculture in RCEP may 

lead to dumping of Malaysian palm oil in the 

country. 

“Once you have included agriculture as a whole 

then we might face the issue of dumping. So it 

is good not only to keep dairying out but we 

should keep the entire agriculture sector out of 

it,” said Ajay Dua. 

Experts also point out to the lack of sufficient 

data and information to negotiate a complex 

multilateral trade deal like RCEP. 

NR Bhanumurthy, a professor of economics at 

the National Institute of Public Finance and Pol-

icy (NIPFP) says that track record of previous 

trade agreements has really been mixed and 

there is a need to study their impact on the 

country’s economy. 

“We don’t have strong databases to understand 

and negotiate a good trade deal with regard to 

some of the commodities. When price fluctua-

tions happen then no one knows what will hap-

pen to the price of imported commodities, par-

ticularly in the case of agricultural commodi-

ties,” said Prof Bhanumurthy in an interaction 

with Financial Express Online. 

http://www.financialexpress.com/tag/narendra-modi/


He warned about the adverse consequences of 

hastily entering into a trade deal involving agri-

culture. 

“The problem is that it is difficult to increase the 

export of agricultural commodities while their 

imports can be increased very easily,” he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Global News 

Mars launching vegan 'milk chocolate' bar 
Nov 13, 2019 10:14 AM CST 

https://www.news8000.com/lifestyle/mars-launching-vegan-milk-chocolate-bar/1141819960 

ars is set to launch a new line of ve-

gan chocolate bars in the United 

Kingdom, becoming the first major 

confectionery company to offer a plant-based 

alternative to milk chocolate. 

The US maker of M&M's and Snickers candy 

bars confirmed Wednesday that it will offer a 

vegan range of its popular Galaxy bar. 

The bars will come in three flavors — caramel-

ized hazelnut, caramel and sea salt, and smooth 

orange. At £3 ($3.85) for a 100-gram bar, they 

cost three times more than regular Galaxy bars. 

The products will go on sale next week in UK su-

permarkets including Tesco and grocery deliv-

ery service Ocado. They will also be sold on Am-

azon. 

Kerry Cavanaugh, unit director of chocolate at 

Mars, told CNN Business that the UK vegan mar-

ket is "impossible to miss" and "evolving so 

quickly." 

"Wherever you look you can't avoid the vegan 

buzz in the UK — even though vegan treats are 

currently only worth £10 million in a £4 billion 

chocolate market," he said in a statement. 

In 2018, the UK overtook Germany to become 

the nation with the highest number of new ve-

gan products, according to market intelligence 

agency Mintel. 

Mintel said that as many as one in six food 

products launched last year in the UK had a ve-

gan or no animal ingredients claim, doubling 

from 8% in 2015. 

Consumers in developed markets around the 

world are becoming more interested in plant-

based and vegan foods, upending huge swaths 

of the food industry. 

Restaurant chains and supermarkets have been 

enthusiastically adding plant-based options to 

attract eaters who want to reduce their meat 

intake for health and environmental reasons. 

The challenge for Mars 

Cavanaugh told CNN Business that capturing 

the Galaxy bar's creamy texture was the "big-

gest challenge" the company faced, and praised 

his team for developing the recipe within six 

months. 

Milk chocolate is typically much harder to de-

velop into vegan alternatives due to its high 

dairy content, which helps create its texture. 

Mars claims to be the first major producer of a 

vegan milk chocolate bar. 

The new bars have been registered by the Ve-

gan Society — an organization that trademarks 

new products, guaranteeing that they are free 

from animal ingredients and testing. 

Dominika Piasecka, a spokeswoman for the or-

ganization, said that the announcement is a 

"significant move" as it is the first time a main-

stream milk chocolate manufacturer has moved 

into the UK vegan market. 

Piasecka also hopes that the new Galaxy bars 

will help show that "vegan food is just normal 

food" and that more people will be tempted to 

try it. 

In contrast to milk chocolate, most dark choco-

late is naturally vegan as it does not contain 

milk products, and regularly appears in super-

markets' dairy-free aisles. 
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Many dark chocolates are nevertheless not 

marketed as vegan, due to the risk of cross-con-

tamination when being made in the same facto-

ries as milk chocolate products, Piasecka said. 

 

Milk price still rising, at $18.72 
Nov 12, 2019 

https://www.lyndentribune.com/news/milk-price-still-rising-at/article_df2f2226-05ad-11ea-a23a-

7f140c83368d.html 

he October Federal Order Class III 

benchmark milk price hit a five-year 

high at $18.72 per hundredweight, up 

41 cents from September and $3.19 above Oc-

tober 2018. It’s  the highest Class III since No-

vember 2014. 

It equates to about $1.61 per gallon, up from 

$1.57 in September and $1.34 a year ago. 

The Nov. 1 Class III futures settlements sug-

gested a November price at $20.19 before 

heading down to $19.70 in December. The pro-

jected peak for 2020 is $18.11 in January. 

The 2019 Class III average stands at $16.37, up 

from $14.72 at this time in 2018 and $16.18 in 

2017. 

The October Class IV price is $16.39, up 4 cents 

from September and $1.38 above a year ago. 

The 2019 average stands at $16.23, up from 

$14.06 a year ago and $15.44 in 2017. 

Cost cash dairy prices ended October strong, es-

pecially for cheese, as smaller increases in milk 

production and strong consumer cheese de-

mand drove the market. Block cheddar closed 

the Friday after Halloween at $2.1550 per 

pound, up 3.25 cents on the week, after gaining 

15.5 cents the previous week, and is 69.75 cents 

above a year ago. 

The cheddar barrels closed at $2.3250, up 7.5 

cents on the week on unfilled bids after cata-

pulting 25 cents the previous week. This is 98.5 

cents above a year ago and the highest level 

since Sept. 25, 2014. 

Central U.S. cheesemakers continue to report 

steady, somewhat tight milk supplies, according 

to Dairy Market News. Spot milk markets were 

quiet early in the week, as prices continue to 

fall in the $1-over Class area. Cheese production 

is still slightly slower than this time in recent 

years. Cheese demand is good for short-term 

needs. 

The Chicago Mercantile Exchange barrel price 

topping the blocks was a surprise to many, ac-

cording to DMN, and contacts credit a tightness 

of barrels as increased governmental cheese 

purchases seem to be helping that trend. De-

mands for the holiday are surfacing “bit by bit,” 

says DMN, but domestic sales out West were 

close to the previous week’s levels. Export sales 

have improved slightly. Inventory is sufficient 

and cheese output is active, prompted by a sta-

ble to increasing milk supply. 

CME butter closed Nov. 1 at $2.08 per pound, 

up 2 cents on the week but 22 cents below a 

year ago. 

DMN says butter market tones are “maintaining 

a steadiness that market participants are accus-

tomed to.” Some analysts expect to see a sub-

$2 price point prior to seeing a return to $2.25 

again. Others expect continued steadiness, ex-

plaining that with Thanksgiving falling later this 

year, it will assist the market later into the sea-

son. 

T 

https://www.lyndentribune.com/news/milk-price-still-rising-at/article_df2f2226-05ad-11ea-a23a-7f140c83368d.html
https://www.lyndentribune.com/news/milk-price-still-rising-at/article_df2f2226-05ad-11ea-a23a-7f140c83368d.html


Grade A nonfat dry milk saw a Nov. 1 finish at 

$1.1825 per pound, 3 cents higher on the week, 

highest since Feb. 18, 2015, and 28.25 cents 

above a year earlier. 

CME dry whey fell to 26.75 cents per pound 

Oct. 29, lowest since March 13, 2018, but it 

closed Nov. 1 at 28.25 cents, unchanged on the 

week although 16.25 cents below a year ago. 

Lots of product continues to make its way to 

Chicago, with 48 train car loads traded this 

week and 305 on the month, up from just 50 in 

September. 

Finances are finally looking better on the farm 

after five years of meager returns. A higher All 

Milk Price pulled the September milk-feed price 

ratio higher for the third month in a row. The 

USDA’s latest Ag Prices report put the ratio at 

2.33, up from 2.26 in August and 2.13 in Sep-

tember 2018. 

The index is based on the current milk price in 

relationship to feed prices for a dairy ration 

consisting of 51 percent corn, 8 percent soy-

beans and 41 percent alfalfa hay. In other 

words, one pound of milk today purchases 2.33 

pounds of dairy feed containing that blend. 

The U.S. All Milk Price averaged $19.30 per hun-

dredweight, up 40 cents from August and $2.40 

above September 2018. California’s All Milk 

Price was $18.60, down a dime from August but 

$2.04 above a year ago. Wisconsin’s, at $19.90, 

was up 80 cents from August and $2.40 above a 

year ago. 

The national average corn price averaged $3.80 

per bushel, down 13 cents from August but 40 

cents per bushel higher than September 2018. 

Soybeans averaged $8.35 per bushel, up 13 

cents from August, but 43 cents per bushel be-

low a year ago. Alfalfa hay averaged $181 per 

ton, up $2 from August and $2 per ton above a 

year ago. 

The September cull price for beef and dairy 

combined averaged $65.60 per cwt., down 

$2.70 from August, $4.80 above September 

2018, but $6 below the 2011 base average of 

$71.60 per cwt. 

Milk cow replacements averaged $1,310 per 

head for the quarter in October, up $70 per 

head from July and $80 per head above 2018. 

They averaged $1,400 per head in California, up 

$100 from July and $200 above a year ago. Wis-

consin cows averaged $1,270 per head, up $60 

from April and $90 above October 2018. 

The Northwest Dairy Association makes these 

price projections for the Class III price and Pa-

cific Northwest blend price: 

Month Class . PNW 

           III .     Blend  

Oct.   $18.72 . $17.50 

(current) 

Nov.  $20.20 . $18.00 

Dec.  $19.60 . $18.20 

Jan.    $18.00 . $17.80 

Feb.    $17.20 .$17.40 

March .$16.90  $17.30 

April . $16.95 . $17.35 

May . $17.00 . $17.50 

June . $17.10 . $17.60 

July   $17.30 . $17.70 

 

 



Milk production in line with 2018-19 
12 November 2019 06:55 

https://www.ruralnewsgroup.co.nz/dairy-news/dairy-general-news/milk-production-in-line-with-2018-19 

onterra's domestic milk collection is up 

0.8% in the year to date according to its 

latest Global Dairy Update. 

Fonterra’s New Zealand collection for Septem-

ber was 179.1 million kgMS, down 0.1% on the 

same month last season. Season to date collec-

tion was 309.4m kgMS, up 0.8% on last season.  

New Zealand milk production was down 0.7% 

on a litre basis but was up 0.7% on a milk solids 

basis in September compared to the same pe-

riod last year. The variance between milk solids 

and liquid milk indicates improved pasture qual-

ity from last September, the update says.  

“Despite several cold snaps in parts of the South 

Island, average temperatures were recorded 

across much of the country and on-farm pas-

ture conditions remain good,” the update says. 

Fonterra’s North Island milk collection in Sep-

tember was up 1.1% on last September and the 

season to date is up 1.7% on last season. Fa-

vourable conditions are expected to continue 

for the North Island. 

The cooperative’s South Island milk collection in 

September was down 2.1% on last September 

and in the season to date collection was 98.5m 

kgMS, down 1.1% on last season.  

 

US dairy oversupply driving prices down as milk production increases 
10 Nov 2019 

https://www.fginsight.com/news/news/us-dairy-oversupply-driving-prices-down-as-milk-production-increases-

97448 

early 3,000 US dairy farms left the in-

dustry in 2018, a decline of 6.5 per 

cent and, since 2013, overall farm in-

come has been cut by 50 per cent. 

The US dairy industry is a product of its own 

free-market success. And, lamentably, is leading 

to its demise. The reason is simple: the US is 

producing more milk than the market requires. 

The country’s milk production continues to out-

pace demand, despite 6.5 per cent of producers 

quitting the industry last year.  

Production continues to increase year-on-year 

and herds get bigger and expansion replaces 

any shortfall.  

According to United States Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) figures, milk production contin-

ues to increase on an annual basis, about 1 per 

cent in 2018.  

The latest figures for August 2019 show an in-

crease of 0.4 per cent over the same month in 

2018.  

Oversupply has forced down milk prices to un-

sustainable levels and the average farm is finan-

cially haemorrhaging. 

The US dairy industry had a bumpy ride during 

the previous decade, but had recovered by 

2014, resulting in record high milk prices. 

The free-market response to higher milk prices 

was to increase cow numbers, sell more milk 

and take advantage of market prices. 

By 2016, dairy farms were producing more milk 

than the system could handle. Prices declined 

by 33 per cent from $24/100lb (cwt) of milk 

(£20/cwt) to $16/cwt (£13/cwt), according to 

USDA figures. 

Reductions 
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Overcapacity resulted in consumer price reduc-

tions from an average November 2014 high of 

$3.85/US gallon (£3.20/US gallon) to $2.85/US 

gallon (£2.37/US gallon) in December 2018, a 26 

per cent drop  

US farmers cast envious eyes at the Canadian 

Supply Management System, with some urging 

the Government to regulate milk production. 

Any US Government control goes against the 

free-market principles of the US economy. 

Recent US international trade agreements 

(CETA, CPTPP and CUSMA) gained 8.4 per cent 

access to Canadian dairy markets. 

However, the US cannot merely seek to export 

dairy products in an already oversupplied global 

market to solve its domestic oversupply chal-

lenges 

 

Italian dairy company established in Mariel 
 November 9, 2019 

https://oncubanews.com/en/cuba/italian-dairy-company-established-in-mariel/ 

 100% Italian capital company was con-

stituted this Thursday at the Havana 

International Trade Fair (FIHAV 2019) 

to become established in the Mariel Special De-

velopment Zone (ZEDM), Cuba’s main project to 

attract foreign investment. 

Lácteos Mariel S.A. this Thursday became one 

of the 50 businesses from 21 countries author-

ized by the Cuban government to operate in the 

commercial center, where 26 of these invest-

ments are already underway and the rest are in 

the project stage for a value of 2.3 billion dol-

lars, according to official data released this 

week. 

Of the 50 approved investments, 29 are 100% 

foreign capital, 12 joint ventures, seven 100% 

Cuban capital and two international economic 

association contracts. 

The Italian entity will produce dairy products 

such as yogurt, ice cream and mozzarella 

cheese for the Cuban market and for export. 

One of its two shareholders, Gianmaria Bellati, 

said the company will be of interest to the agri-

cultural, agribusiness and tourism sectors and 

intends to develop milk production with agricul-

tural workers on the island to obtain a high-

level product, according to the state Agencia 

Cubana de Noticias news agency. 

The Italian entrepreneur explained that they 

will bring to Cuba the same technology they 

have in Europe, and in a first stage the firm’s 

productions hope to meet local demand, which 

is around 20 million containers, and then they 

will start thinking about exporting. 

Lácteos Mariel S.A. is the third Italian company 

present in the island’s Special Development 

Zone, two of them joint ventures with participa-

tion of Cuban capital: Vidrios Mariel and Indus-

trias Arthis, for the production of disposable di-

apers, which are still in the investment process. 

The firms installed in the ZEDM cover the sec-

tors of industry, food, logistics, transportation, 

biotechnology, tourism, oil, renewable energy, 

construction, and the country with the greatest 

presence is Spain. 

The Special Zone, located about 45 kilometers 

west of Havana, takes up an area of 465.4 

square kilometers at a point of strategic im-

portance for maritime traffic due to its geo-

graphical location around Mariel, one of the 

main ports in the north coast of Cuba. 
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Italy, one of Cuba’s 10 main trade partners, is 

represented at the Havana Trade Fair by more 

than 50 companies related to maritime and air 

transportation, construction materials, furniture 

and decoration marketing enterprises, and pro-

ducers of food and industrial equipment, 

among others. 

 

3,000 litres adulterated milk discarded 
November 9, 2019 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/553122-3-000-litres-adulterated-milk-discarded 

ESHAWAR: The KP Food Authority has 

launched a campaign against adultera-

tion and discarded 3,000 litres adulter-

ated milk and 16,000kg other food items. 

Director-General of the authority Sohail Khan 

said that drive against adulterators would con-

tinue in the month of November. He added that 

all teams across the province were on standby 

and intelligence-based operations have been 

planned to cope with adulteration in food 

items. 

Giving details of the crackdown, Director Opera-

tions Dr Azmat Wazir revealed that vigilance 

cells were being created at every divisional of-

fice level and teams are operating on weekends 

even. 

On the first day of the crackdown, Dr Azmat 

Wazir said, 28 food outlets including four bakers 

were sealed while more than 12 alleged adul-

terators were arrested in different operations 

across the province. 

 

Rawalpindi Cantonment Board Confiscates 7600 Liters Substandard Milk 
08th November 2019 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/rawalpindi-cantonment-board-confiscates-7600-757188.html 

 

AWALPINDI, (UrduPoint / Pakistan 

Point News - 8th Nov, 2019 ) :Rawal-

pindi Cantonment board (RCB) on Fri-

day confiscated over 7600 liters adulterated 

and substandard milk which was later disposed 

off. 

According to RCB spokesman Qaiser Mahmood, 

the RCB Food Department raided in the area of 

Dhamiyal and disposed off 7600 liter milk in nul-

lah lai after laboratory test. 

He said, the Food department was trying to en-

sure supply of healthy and quality food items to 

the people. 

Raids are being conducted to check quality of 

edibles and action in accordance with the law 

being taken against restaurants and fast food 

outlets found indulge in supply of substandard 

and low quality food items to the customers. 

He informed that RCB also conducted raids 

at Peshawar road, Saddar, Range road and is-

sued 25 notices to different outlets over unhy-

gienic condition while 38 food samples were 

sent to lab for quality test. 
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Local dairy brings milk and more to Rochester homes 
Nov 8, 2019 

https://www.postbulletin.com/news/business/local-dairy-brings-milk-and-more-to-rochester-homes/arti-

cle_4d4e384c-00d5-11ea-87e2-eff95b293dcd.html 

hat was the first day that Kappers Big 

Red Barn of Chatfield delivered fresh 

milk in bottles right to their door. Three 

half gallons of skim milk, one half gallon of 

chocolate and a pint of heavy cream were 

placed directly into the Hedins' garage. 

Josh Hedin said he was telling his co-workers 

about it and checking in with his wife to see if 

the delivery had arrived. When he arrived home 

from work, his children immediately told him 

how awesome it was to get fresh milk. 

"I'm very excited about it. For me, buying local 

as much as possible is very important for our lo-

cal economy ... Keeping the dollars local is 

huge," he said. "I think it's great that Kappers is 

trying to revive the old ways." 

The Hedins are among 50 Rochester households 

who have signed up for home delivery with the 

family-owned Kappers "micro" dairy of 50 cows. 

It produces about 2,000 bottles of milk a week. 

Driving around in a van with the glass milk bot-

tles clinking in the back, Lucas and Jenna Kap-

pers said that after three weeks of Rochester 

home delivery, response has been enthusiastic. 

"We've been doing home delivery in Chatfield 

for 15 years ... We wanted to offer more local 

options," said Lucas Kappers, who works with 

his parents and his wife at the dairy. "There's 

huge demand in Rochester." 

Kappers is known locally for its glass bottled 

milk, locally made ice cream and its cheese 

curds. Many people, like the Hadins, were intro-

duced to their products at the Rochester Farm-

ers Markets. 

Unlike the original Chatfield delivery routes that 

depend on pencil and paper orders, the new 

Rochester service is based around ordering 

from its online store. Customers can choose 

which Kappers products they want as well as re-

gionally produced bread, milk, cheese, cranber-

ries, bacon, eggs and more. 

"We're really big on buying local and supporting 

local," Lucas Kappers said. 

The Kappers deliver customized orders to 

households on Wednesdays. When they drop 

off the fresh milk and groceries, they pick up 

the empty glass bottles to be re-used at the 

dairy. 

Delivery is a convenient service for a family like 

the Hedins, though it is more expensive. 

"We drink a lot of milk. I really like having milk 

in glass bottles," said Josh Hedin. 

The drive to support a local dairy goes beyond 

convenience for him. His father grew up on a 

small dairy farm. But, like so many in recent 

years, it was forced to close. 

"Small dairies have disappeared. If more people 

shopped this way, maybe we could change 

that," he said. "I hope this really, really takes off 

so more local dairy farmers can do this." 
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Ask a ‘sotan: How does the state regulate buying raw milk? 
November 7, 2019 

https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/11/07/ask-a-sotan-how-does-the-state-regulate-buying-raw-milk 

sk a 'sotan is an occasional series ex-

ploring the questions from curious 

Minnesotans. Have a question about 

life in Minnesota? Ask it here. 

Food safety laws require that all dairy products 

sold for human consumption be pasteur-

ized, with a few exceptions. Pasteurizing milk in-

volves heating milk to kill bacteria that can 

make someone sick. 

Selling raw dairy products has been controver-

sial at times in Minnesota. In 2012, a southern 

Minnesota farmer accused of sickening more 

than a dozen people with raw milk prod-

ucts pleaded guilty to misdemeanor 

charges tied to their sale. 

In 2018, an estimated 33 cases of raw-milk re-

lated illnesses were recorded by the Minnesota 

Department of Health. So far this year, there 

have been 30 cases reported by the health de-

partment. 

Still, some people want their milk un-

treated. We received a question about how 

Minnesota customers can legally purchase un-

pasteurized or raw milk. 

Where can I buy raw milk in the Twin Cities? Are 

there any farmers that bring it in? ~ Mary 

DePrey 

Farmers can’t ship or sell raw milk off their own 

property. Within the Twin Cities, you can’t le-

gally purchase raw milk from a store or from a 

farmers market. 

However, you can purchase raw milk directly 

from a willing farmer. 

You have to go to the farm and bring your own 

container, said Nicole Neeser, director of dairy 

and meat inspection at the Minnesota Depart-

ment of Agriculture. 

“In Minnesota, our law requires that all dairy 

products are produced from pasteurized milk. It 

does allow an exception for raw milk purchased 

directly from a farm where it's produced for oc-

casional sales, which basically means the farmer 

can't really be in a commercial enterprise of 

selling raw milk,” she said. 

Rich Radtke is a farmer near Kerkhoven in west-

central Minnesota who occasionally sells raw 

milk to customers. He told us he sees the value 

of requiring the customer to visit the farm. 

“We feel that the customers should really get to 

know where their food comes from,” Radtke 

said. “Suppose there was a drop-site for raw 

milk, but the customer never saw how it was 

produced. Maybe it was produced in filthy con-

ditions. They need to know the farm, the farmer 

and the equipment.” 

Not every dairy operation is set to sell raw 

milk, Radtke told us. The more milk is han-

dled, the greater the chance for contamina-

tion, he added. 

Raw milk can contain pathogens such as E. coli 

or salmonella, which tends to be present in ani-

mal manure. A farm visit means the customer 

can check the cleanliness of the operation and 

talk to the farmer about how they try to pre-

vent contamination of the milk. 

The law is restrictive on purpose — so custom-

ers research raw milk, understand the risks and 

can serve as their own inspector when they pur-

chase, Neeser said. 

“We do understand that some people want this 

product, so there is a way to get it,” she 

said. “It’s just that we want to make sure peo-

ple are aware of that before they make their 

purchasing decisions.” 
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Compared to other states, Minnesota falls 

slightly in the middle in its raw milk re-

strictions. A number of states outlaw raw milk 

sales completely. Others, including Califor-

nia, allow raw milk to be sold in retail stores. 

Radtke said while he agrees with the state’s re-

quirement to have raw milk customers head to 

the local farm, he said he thinks the current 

state law is too restrictive. For instance, adver-

tising isn’t allowed, so farmers willing to offer 

raw milk must depend on word of mouth. 

The Current State of the U.S. Dairy Industry 
November 6, 2019 03:31 PM 

https://www.dairyherd.com/article/current-state-us-dairy-industry 

.S. dairy producers continue to struggle 

to make ends meet.  According to data 

reported by the National Farmers Un-

ion (NFU), the average dairy farm has shown a 

positive net income only once in the last dec-

ade, in 2014.  In 2018, the average value of pro-

duction exceeded the total cost of producing 

each hundredweight of milk in only one state, 

California, and nationwide, dairy farmers lost an 

average of $3.21 per hundredweight of milk 

produced.  For 2019, total dairy production is 

expected to increase modestly over 2018, by 

less than 0.3 percent, and the average all-milk 

price is expected to increase as well, from 

$16.26/cwt in 2018 to $18.40/cwt.  While the 

projected 13 percent increase in price for this 

year is welcome news for U.S. dairy farmers, 

that level still falls below the average total cost 

of production for farmers in most of the coun-

try. 

This situation is largely a result of a persistent 

mismatch between the supply of dairy products 

and the demand for them, and is not isolated to 

the U.S. domestic market.  Within the European 

Union, low dairy prices prompted some Italian, 

German, and Belgian producers to dump their 

product in protest during the summer of 2019. 

The combination of low prices and a severe 

drought in 2018 has pushed many Australian 

dairy operations to the brink of collapse.  The 

farmer-owned Fonterra dairy cooperative, serv-

ing both Australia and New Zealand farmers, 

has seen its share values decline by about 50 

percent since the beginning of 2018. 

Overall demand for dairy products has in-

creased modestly in the United States in recent 

years, by less than 9 percent since 2000, or less 

than 0.5 percent per annum, according to USDA 

data.  Among categories of dairy products, fluid 

milk and ice cream consumption has fallen over 

the same period, yoghurt and cheese consump-

tion has increased, and most other categories 

(such as butter, cottage cheese, and canned and 

dry dairy products) are largely unchanged..   

In many ways, the current supply/demand con-

ditions in the global dairy market, at least in de-

veloped countries, seem to represent an exam-

ple of the “treadmill theory of technology adop-

tion” in agriculture, posited by Dr. Willard 

Cochran (University of Minnesota) in the 

1950s.  Farmers adopt new technologies to re-

duce their costs, but if most farmers do the 

same thing, it often leads to over-production of 

that commodity.  Prices drop, so they end up 

generating less revenue. 

In the 2018 farm bill, enacted late in the year, 

Congress tried to respond to the dairy crisis by 

making significant changes to the dairy safety 

net system.  Under the new legislation, Dairy 

producers will be able to cover their production 

with both the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) 

program (the replacement for the Margin Pro-

tection Program) and Livestock Gross Margin in-

surance for dairy offered under the crop insur-

ance program.  Dairy producers will be eligible 

to claim a refund of some of the premiums they 

paid under the Margin Protection Program, a 
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benefit estimated to cost $58 million for all pro-

ducers.  Dairy farmers who commit to maintain-

ing the same DMC coverage level over the life-

time of the farm bill will receive a 25 percent 

discount on their premiums.  Congress set the 

stage for bolstering these programs with provi-

sions in the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 

(passed in February of 2018), with policy 

changes that were projected to cost $1.1 billion 

over and above baseline spending levels for the 

period of 2018 through 2028. 

Under the DMC program, 37,468 dairy opera-

tions were enrolled for 2019, accounting for 85 

percent of all operations.  Payouts under the 

program for 2019 have totaled $306 million to 

date.  Enrollment is now open for 2020 partici-

pation in the program, and the enrollment pe-

riod ends on December 13, 2019.  There were 

also 1,237 livestock gross margin insurance poli-

cies sold for dairy cattle operations in 2019, 

covering $128 million worth of liability. 

Even with these recent dairy policy changes, 

many dairy farmers are leaving the sector due 

to the  financial hardships they are facing.  Ac-

cording to data reported by the American Farm 

Bureau Federation gathered from federal court 

filings, 580 farms filed Chapter 12 bankruptcies 

( a form of bankruptcy only available to family 

farmers) in the year ending in September 2019, 

with the largest number filed in Wisconsin at 

45.  The national figure represented a 24 per-

cent increase over the 2018 level.  About one-

fifth of those operations were primarily raising 

dairy cows. 

In general, only a small share of farmers exit 

their businesses through bankruptcy filings.  In-

stead, most simply sell their land, animals, and 

equipment and stop producing.  Some dairy 

farmers have sold their dairy herds and milking 

equipment and continue as crop producers 

only.  USDA has estimated that about 2,500 

dairy farms in Wisconsin alone have gone out of 

business since 2015. 

Despite the departures, U.S. dairy output con-

tinues to increase.  In many instances, larger, 

mostly more efficient producers are obtaining 

the resources of the exiting farmers.  According 

to data collected under the Census of Agricul-

ture, there were about 55,000 farms with milk 

cows in their inventory as of December 31, 

2017, about 9,000 fewer than were recorded as 

of December 31, 2012.  The number of dairy op-

erations with 1,000 or more dairy cows in-

creased over the same period, from 1,807 to 

1,953, and those larger operations’ share of all 

milk cows rose from 44 percent to 50 percent. 

 

Quality Dairy Takes Steps Toward "QD Central" 
Nov 06, 2019 

https://www.fox47news.com/yes/quality-dairy-takes-steps-toward-qd-central 

ANSING, Mich. — At the beginning of 

2019, Quality Dairy announced a set of 

changes designed to maintain the qual-

ity of QD’s iconic products and enhance the cus-

tomer experience at Quality Dairy stores. The 

local, family-owned company has made signifi-

cant strides throughout the year, including the 

grand reopening of their Holt location and pro-

gress on the development of “QD Central” as a 

hub for product manufacturing and distribution. 

“Aside from the Holt grand re-opening, much of 

our work this year has been behind the scenes,” 

explains Ken Martin, President and CEO. “We’ve 

been working to keep the quality of our prod-

ucts second-to-none and become a more cost-

effective organization.” 

Some of these initiatives have included signifi-

cant operational changes for the 83-year old 

company. This year, Quality Dairy has taken the 
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step of partnering with other family-owned 

Michigan companies. 

“Dairy operations have been part of our herit-

age since my father and his business partner 

founded the company in 1936,” says Martin. 

“We have always taken great pride in our ability 

to produce excellent dairy products right here 

in Lansing, and the dairy has been my profes-

sional focus for 50 years. But the world has 

changed greatly, and it was time for us to honor 

our commitment to customer satisfaction not 

by holding onto the past, but by looking to the 

future.” 

Martin used his extensive experience in dairy 

production to personally partner with and ap-

prove the private label companies that now 

produce Quality Dairy’s milk, ice cream, chip dip 

and more. Each product is still made with QD’s 

exact recipes and formulas, ensuring excep-

tional taste and consistent quality. The fact that 

the majority of QD products are produced in 

family-owned dairies demonstrates QD’s sup-

port for family businesses and their commit-

ment to shared core values. 

These strategic adjustments allow Quality Dairy 

to lay the groundwork for an expansion of the 

current bakery in REO Town, creating a new 

“QD Central.” Housing product manufacturing 

and distribution operations, QD Central would 

further streamline the company’s processes and 

support a continued focus on retail customers. 

“QD Central is a long-term, evolving vision for 

us,” says Martin. “Our focus has, and will always 

be, on making company-wide improvements so 

we can provide high quality, great-tasting prod-

ucts for our customers.” 

Gregory Martin and his business partner 

founded Quality Dairy in 1936. What began as 

an innovative alternative to milk delivery even-

tually grew to serve as Greater Lansing’s neigh-

borhood food store. For 83 years, the Martin 

family – including Gregory, his wife Pauline and 

their four sons – has carried on QD’s legacy, 

providing Lansing with their favorite donuts, 

milk, ice cream, chip dip and more. 

 

Mobile Dairy Farm makes a stop in Lamar 
Nov 5, 2019 

https://www.fourstateshomepage.com/news/mobile-dairy-farm-makes-a-stop-in-lamar/ 

AMAR, Mo.–Even if a kid lives in a small 

town, they still may not know where 

milk and milk-based products come 

from, or how they end up on the table. 

Most kids don’t give much thought to how milk 

and other dairy products get from farm to table. 

And, it’s the job of Suzie Reece to fill in the rest 

of that sequence. 

“I generally go to a school everyday,” explained 

Reece, a mobile dairy educator. “We have good 

weather to do that with, and I take my cow and 

we work in the mornings, teach about the dairy 

industry, and then head home. She’s usually 

home in the afternoon to be a normal cow” 

Reece travels the states of Arkansas, Oklahoma 

and Missouri on a regular basis to educate kids 

like these from West Elementary School in La-

mar. 

“How the milk gets transferred into the bottles 

and stuff,” said Lamar student Jacob Jackson. 

“Pasteurized means that when ever you heat it 

up to 106 degrees and so it’s safe for you to 

drink,” added West Elementary student Jaxsyn 

Lovan. 
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While Lamar has its share of farms, Principal 

Mary Clark says the nearest dairy farm is a ways 

away. 

“I hope they know that milk doesn’t just come 

from a carton in the store–that you just go and 

buy it from a store,” Clark explained. “I hope 

kids realize it’s a lot of work and a lot of care 

that goes in to taking care of farm animals.” 

“Being a farm girl, I think so many people are so 

far removed from our food source and so 

whether it’s the dairy industry or any other of 

the agricultural industries, we need to teach our 

children in schools the importance of farming 

and the farm life and where their food is com-

ing from,” said Reece. “It’s an original source–

not just the grocery store.” 

 

Rapid test to ensure high milk quality 
NOVEMBER 4, 2019 

https://phys.org/news/2019-11-rapid-high-quality.html 

tandards of food safety and food quality 

have never been higher in Germany and 

throughout the European Union. This is 

especially true in the dairy industry. Yet despite 

such high standards, traces of impurities, pesti-

cides and antibiotics can find their way into 

milk, with sometimes serious consequences for 

consumer health. In the EU-funded project MO-

LOKO, Fraunhofer researchers have teamed up 

with partners to develop a new optoplasmonic 

sensor designed to provide fast, on-site analysis 

of safety and quality parameters for milk. This 

early-warning system will bring the industry 

substantial savings in time and money as well as 

a drastic reduction in wasted product, thereby 

helping to improve performance along the en-

tire supply chain. 

Food safety is a critical factor in the food indus-

try, not least in the dairy sector. Here, udder in-

fections can lead to harmful organisms entering 

the milk, and chemical substances such as anti-

biotics or pesticides can contaminate the prod-

uct via fodder or as a result of inadequate con-

trol of equipment and storage facilities. In order 

to prevent adulterated milk entering the food 

chain, checks are conducted throughout the en-

tire production process and supply chain. Yet 

these standard tests are expensive and time-

consuming. Samples are taken from milk tank-

ers containing a mixture of product collected 

from any number of dairy farms and then ana-

lyzed in the lab. If the milk proves to be contam-

inated, the entire load must be destroyed, with 

high losses for all of the farmers and dairies 

concerned. If there were a test with which 

farmers could check their own milk before it is 

collected by the tanker, such wastage could be 

avoided. 

Quality check delivers results in five minutes 

In the project MOLOKO (Multiplex phOtonic 

sensor for pLasmonic-based Online detection of 

contaminants in milK), 12 partners from seven 

countries—including one dairy—have devised a 

fast and inexpensive test for identifying quality 

factors in milk. In a test lasting around five 

minutes, a new optoplasmonic sensor analyzes 

the product for a total of six substances, 

thereby providing a supplementary check and 

an early-warning system within the supply 

chain, well before the milk is pumped into the 

tanker. The sensor is functionalized with recep-

tors for specific antibodies that serve as indica-

tors of various quality and safety parameters for 

milk. It thereby allows dairy farms to carry out 

automated, on-site quantitative analyses. 

Unique integrated sensor architecture 

The entire system consists of a reusable micro-

fluidic chip, organic light-emitting transistors 
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(OLETs) or diodes (OLEDs), a sensor comprising 

organic photodetectors (OPDs), a nanostruc-

tured plasmonic grating and the specific anti-

bodies. The organic photodetector is undergo-

ing development at the Fraunhofer Institute for 

Organic Electronics, Electron Beam and Plasma 

Technology FEP, and the microfluidic chip at the 

Fraunhofer Institute for Electronic Nano Sys-

tems ENAS. The OLET, meanwhile, is being de-

veloped by CNR-ISMN in Bologna, and the pho-

tonic grating by the company Plasmore Srl in 

Pavia, both in Italy. Coordinator of the project is 

CNR-ISMN. 

"The unique thing about our chip is that it can 

be reused," explains Andreas Morschhauser, re-

searcher at Fraunhofer ENAS. "The target mole-

cules are stripped from the immobilized anti-

bodies by a regenerating buffer. This means 

that the antibodies can be reused for further 

tests." In fact, the estimated life of the chip is 

100 test cycles. In each test, a total of six pa-

rameters relating to contaminants and proteins 

are measured. For this purpose, Morschhauser 

and his colleagues have developed a micro-flu-

idic system in the form of an automated, minia-

turized cartridge that is replaceable. In addition 

to supplying information on milk safety and 

quality, the measured parameters also tell 

farmers about the health and condition of each 

cow. This helps them to spot infections at an 

early stage and begin treatment immediately. 

Timely treatment can lead to a more judicious 

administration of antibiotics and therefore to a 

reduction in their use. 

A nanostructured grating for surface plasmon 

resonance 

But how does the test work? Dr. Michael 

Törker, a researcher at Fraunhofer FEP, ex-

plains: "Light emitted by the transistor falls onto 

a grating coated with antibodies specific to the 

various substances being tested for. When milk 

is flushed over the grating, any target molecules 

in the milk then bond with the antibodies. This 

alters the refractive index in the immediate vi-

cinity of the grating, which in turn modifies how 

this light is reflected. The reflected light is regis-

tered by the photodetector, which measures 

minimal changes in the refractive index." This 

basic phenomenon, which occurs on specially 

structured nanogratings, is known as surface 

plasmon resonance. It provides rapid and highly 

sensitive readings. 

The aim is to use this biosensor at various 

points along the value chain—both as a lab de-

vice and directly installed in dairy equipment. 

Moreover, it will also be suitable for testing the 

quality of liquids other than milk, such as beer 

or water. The only adjustment required is a 

modification to the immobilized capture mole-

cules and to the requisite reaction buffer. This 

would merely involve replacing the capture 

molecules with ones suitably modified for the 

purpose in question. 

 

New Book Focuses On Ohio Women in Dairy Farming 
NOV 3, 2019 

https://www.wksu.org/post/new-book-focuses-ohio-women-dairy-farming#stream/0 

bbe Turner, owner of Lucky Penny 

Creamery in Kent, wrote “The Land of 

Milk & Money” with her daughter 

Madeline– a millennial and dairy farmer herself. 

Turner says she hopes the book serves as a 

“toolkit” for people who may be interested in 

starting a career in agriculture. 

“Just shed a little light on some of the chal-

lenges: balance between family and work and 

production and farming and the animals and 
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trying to navigate what it really means to be a 

small farmer that’s producing food.” 

Turner adds that the book is not just for bud-

ding farmers, but also for consumers. 

“It’s intended as a consumer piece to shine a 

light on why local food might be a little harder 

to access. And the challenges about getting nu-

trient-dense local food to your family table.” 

Turner says one of the biggest challenges for 

women dairy farmers is access to capital. 

“When we were out looking for funding to start 

Lucky Penny Creamery, people said things to us 

like well who would want to milk a goat?’ Or, 

‘nobody eats goat cheese.’ And many people 

want to milk goats and raise goats – whether it 

be for their meat or their fiber or the wonderful 

dairy products they produce – but many people 

didn’t understand the business model.” 

About half of the 18 operations profiled in the 

book are in Northeast Ohio. 

 

The Twisted History Of Milk In America 
NOV 4, 2019 

https://www.plantbasednews.org/opinion/twisted-history-milk-america 

ccording to evolutionary history and 

fossil records, the modern human be-

ing has inhabited this earth for the past 

200,000 years (1).  

Historians date the practice of drinking cows' 

milk back to the past 8,000 to 10,000 years. (2). 

What this tells us is that consuming the milk of 

another species isn't instinctual, and our bodies 

don’t naturally 'crave' it. So the question is - 

which one of our brilliant ancestors looked at a 

cow's udder, licked their lips, and started suck-

ing? Perhaps more importantly, why did others 

join in?  

'A short but riveting history' 

Relative to human existence, the history of milk 

is considerably short - yet it is truly riveting. 

Power, corruption, greed, mass manipulation—

all are present in the evolution of milk in our 

modern-day society.  

Thanks to the bizarre thinking of that early hu-

man, most of us are guzzling down a substance 

not meant for human consumption. It’s time to 

leave cow's milk to the textbooks, and of 

course, to baby cows 

Dairy farms organize 

Fast-forward through the evolution of lactase 

persistence in European regions (yes, all early 

humans were lactose intolerant past their tod-

dler stage), domestication of dairy cows, the in-

vention of cheesemaking, millions of people 

who died from milk-borne illnesses prior to the 

invention of pasteurization (a fourth of all food-

borne illnesses in the US were attributed to 

cows’ milk prior to the early 1900s), and the in-

vention of the glass milk bottle, and we find 

ourselves in 1922 with the seminal passing of 

the Capper-Volstead Act (3).  

This bill gave agricultural industries permission 

to act together, form organizations, and market 

their product. While the industry was very 

much reliant on small farms back in the day, 

this bill paved the way for the enormous dairy 

conglomerates and massive milk marketing 

campaigns of today. Without it, the American 

people would have never known the phrase: 

"Got Milk?". 

The popularization of skim milk 

Before pressing further, a note on skim milk. 

Prior to the 1930s, most of it was literally sent 
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downriver. Families who drank milk had one op-

tion - whole - but skim milk still existed as a by-

product of the butter-making process.  

This 'waste' was commonly disposed of by 

dumping it into rivers throughout the 1920s un-

til the government was forced to put a stop to it 

due to the horrific odor of spoiled milk that per-

meated the surrounding areas.  

Skim milk powder 

It wasn’t until the 1950s that skim milk received 

some commercial attention, though this was in 

the form of a dry, powdered, 'just add water!' 

mix (4). As awful as instant milk powder sounds 

today, we can’t blame our grandparents - in-

stant was all the rage back then.  

The industry also had plenty of skim milk to get 

rid of, as much of it was leftover from WWII 

when dry milk powder was used as a relief food. 

To chisel down this surplus, the industry em-

ployed skilled marketers to position skim milk 

as a weight-loss food.  

Milk dealers received backing from physicians 

to pedal this product as a health food, and by 

the 1950s, skim milk had transformed from a 

waste byproduct to a trendy weight loss bever-

age mostly consumed by affluent society (15). 

In reality, farmers just need a way to get rid of 

(and profit of off) the skim milk they had made 

during the war effort … which tends to be a 

theme in milk's history: made too much? Turn 

to clever marketing. 

Surplus and subsidies 

Let’s hop back to WWI - the global event that 

catapulted America’s century-long milk surplus 

into existence (5). The US government started 

sending canned and powdered milk to soldiers 

overseas, and dairy farmers responded by 

ramping up production. They invested in the lat-

est equipment and even abandoned other 

forms of farming to dedicate their work to the 

war effort.  

While the war ended, the milk production did 

not - creating a surplus and dangerously low 

milk prices. Throughout the 1930s, dairy farm-

ers staged several strikes and unionized to de-

mand a fair price for their milk (2). To appease 

these farmers, the government created federal 

programs to artificially drive demand.  

The first of these programs included the 1940 

Federal Milk Program for Schools and federally 

subsidized milk advertising under the Works 

Progress Administration. In 1946, President Tru-

man passed the National School Lunch Act, 

which mandated each lunch include between 

one and a half to two pints of whole milk.  

In essence, since adults weren't buying milk, the 

government solution was to force it onto their 

children. To this day, children who participate in 

the National School Lunch Program - which of-

fers free or low-cost lunches to students of low-

income families—are required to take a carton 

of dairy milk (6). 

Billions of dollars 

Despite the government-funded campaigns to 

convince nearly every demographic of American 

to drink more milk, the surplus continued 

throughout the decades. In 1977, President 

Jimmy Carter allowed $2 billion federal dollars 

to be funneled into the dairy industry over the 

course of four years(7).  

As in the past, dairy farmers ramped up produc-

tion to take advantage of this government sub-

sidy, which resulted in yet a greater surplus. 

This soon-to-rot milk was homogenized into 

'government cheese', and held in vast under-

ground storage units across 35 states.  

Not only was this a waste - it was also expen-

sive. In 1982, a New York Times reporter stated 

that the federal government would spend $40 



to $50 million transporting this surplus dairy, 

and another $40 to $50 million to store it (8).  

By this time, the government was spending $2 

billion in taxpayer dollars annually to support 

the dairy subsidy. The solution was twofold: 

give the nearly moldy cheese to low-income cit-

izens, and funnel money into heavy dairy mar-

keting. 

Modern marketing (and extra cheesy pizzas) 

Introducing the Dairy Checkoff Program - an in-

dustry-funded federal program that has a pro-

found impact on what Americans choose to 

consume. Prompted by the dairy industry, Con-

gress created the National Dairy Promotion and 

Research Board in 1983 whose sole purpose 

was to promote dairy products by way of mar-

keting and 'nutritional education' (9). 

To fund this effort, dairy farmers agreed to pay 

a small fee based on the weight of the milk they 

sold. This program is responsible for some of 

America's most craveable (and least healthy) 

food products including the Pizza Hut’s Stuffed 

Crust Pizza and Taco Bell's Quesalupa and suc-

ceeding Quesarito. 

The Board has worked with dozens of compa-

nies to promote dairy-heavy menu items - the 

result is 40 percent more cheese on Domino's 

pizzas, more milky drinks at Starbucks, and 

larger cheese slices on Egg McMuffins (10, 11, 

12). 

Pro-dairy slogans 

In addition to these corporate collaborations, 

the checkoff program is also responsible for the 

pro-dairy slogans we can never forget - ever 

heard of Got Milk? or that 'milk does a body 

good?'. It’s all for promotion’s sake.  

The illusion that chocolate milk is a recovery 

food is also an industry-supported idea. The 

studies that demonstrated a positive correlation 

between athletic performance and chocolate 

milk were funded - at least in part - by the dairy 

industry and specifically designed to favor dairy. 

Scientists ensured the industry’s desired result 

by comparing chocolate milk to water or a nu-

tritionally deficient sports drink (13).   

Of course, most constituents don’t read beyond 

the fold, let alone analyze scientific studies. 

People see the professional athlete sporting a 

milk mustache when they flip the page in a 

magazine, or they scroll through the headlines 

and see that a new study confirms the benefits 

of chocolate milk in teen athletes, and they’re 

reminded to add milk to their grocery list.  

Milk has become so ingrained in our culture 

that we cannot see past the smoke and mirrors 

to what milk really is—a century-long problem 

the government cannot spend enough money 

to get rid of, no matter how much cheese Pizza 

Hut stuffs into its crust. 

Moving Forward 

Looking back at the history, we can see that 

milk isn’t a health food - it's just a very heavily 

funded and well-marketed product. If that an-

cestor had decided to suckle a dog instead of a 

cow, we all might be drinking dog milk; or if 

there was a mass surplus of soda in the early 

1900s and the soda producers balked loudly 

enough, cola could have been today’s pre-

workout beverage.  

We believe milk is healthy because that is what 

we have been told, and there has been little to 

question this - until now.  

Let's start asking questions. Why do adults still 

drink milk? Why do we obtain it from an en-

tirely different species, let alone a being that is 

not our mother? Why do we continue to guzzle 

down a drink that leaves us bloated and uncom-

fortable hours later? It simply does not make 

sense.



Trade war with China takes toll on struggling Upstate NY dairy farmers 
Nov 2, 2019 

http://www.oleantimesherald.com/news/trade-war-with-china-takes-toll-on-struggling-upstate-ny/arti-

cle_7283b2cb-5293-56cc-8981-34aac8268bf1.html 

UBURN — It took Kevin Ellis more than 

two years to navigate China’s trade 

barriers and win approval to export 

$25 million worth of dairy products from Up-

state New York to the world’s most populous 

nation. 

His persistence paid off in June 2018 when 

China allowed Cayuga Milk Ingredients — a 

$101 million milk processing plant on the edge 

of Auburn — to send its first two shipping con-

tainers of skim milk powder to Shanghai 

But before the cargo ship arrived, the trade war 

President Donald Trump started with China hit 

home in Upstate: The Chinese announced they 

would impose retaliatory tariffs of 25% to 40% 

on U.S. dairy exports. 

“When the tariffs went in place, we actually had 

our first shipment on the water,” said Ellis, chief 

executive officer of Cayuga Milk Ingredients. 

“To go from New York to Shanghai is about 32 

days, so we were able to clear the goods before 

the tariffs hit,” Ellis said. “But there wasn’t a re-

peat order because the tariffs basically made 

our product uncompetitive.” 

Now the company, stung by the loss from China 

and uncertainty the trade war has caused in the 

global dairy industry, has decided to delay the 

centerpiece of a planned $89 million expansion. 

The expansion would increase production at Ca-

yuga Milk Ingredients by 35%, creating up to 80 

new jobs, Ellis said. The company had planned 

to buy an extra 700,000 pounds of milk per day 

from local farmers. 

The setback is the latest example of the toll the 

U.S. trade war in China is taking on Upstate 

New York. 

As the international battle continues with no 

end in sight, the impact has trickled down from 

big corporations to small businesses and family 

farmers who are increasingly dependent on the 

global economy. 

At Cayuga Milk Ingredients, the decision to de-

lay the expansion will affect some 28 farmers at 

30 locations across Central New York who are 

counting on new export markets to keep their 

farms in business. 

The lost opportunity comes at a time when Up-

state dairy farmers are fighting for survival. 

New York lost almost 20% of its dairy farms be-

tween 2012 and 2017, according to a U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture five-year census pub-

lished in April. 

{p class=”krttext”}Overall, the state had about 

2,100 fewer farms in the latest census, the larg-

est drop in more than two decades, according 

to the New York Farm Bureau. 

With no end in sight to the trade war between 

the U.S. and China (the world’s two largest 

economies), some already struggling farmers 

may see little reason to stay in business, said 

Lauren Williams, associate director of national 

affairs for the New York Farm Bureau. 

“I think it doesn’t help when the outlook 

doesn’t look bright,” Williams said. 

Trump has slapped tariffs on about $550 billion 

worth of Chinese imports since July 2018, at-

tempting to force structural changes in China’s 

state-directed economy and address unfair 

trade advantages. 

The Chinese responded with about $90 billion in 

retaliatory tariffs on American goods sold to 
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customers in China, including American dairy 

products. 

Before the start of the trade war, China bought 

about $24 billion worth of food and agricultural 

products from the U.S. each year. 

The two sides declared a truce on new tariffs 

this month after trade negotiations in which 

China agreed to increase its purchases of Ameri-

can farm products. The Trump administration 

did not disclose details on the timeline, price or 

products that would be included in an interim 

deal. 

Back in Upstate New York, the uncertainty is 

starting to wear on farmers like Kelly O’Hara, 

whose family’s Oakwood Dairy sprawls across 

4,000 acres in the towns of Aurelius and Spring-

port in Cayuga County. 

O’Hara is one of the 28 farmers who own a 

piece of neighboring Cayuga Milk Ingredients. 

He’s the second largest shareholder of the com-

pany with a 15% stake. 

“We’ve been successful with operations, but 

we’ve kind of been the victim of global markets 

and politics,” said O’Hara, who employs 35 peo-

ple on a farm with 2,000 cows and 1,800 re-

placements. 

“All of these retaliatory tariffs have affected our 

price of milk,” O’Hara said. “We saw a reduction 

about five or six months ago when they an-

nounced the next level of tariffs.” 

The 9% decrease in milk prices was the latest 

blow as dairy farmers cope with a third consec-

utive year of depressed milk prices, O’Hara said. 

Price supports from the federal government 

don’t even begin to make up for the losses. Af-

ter futures prices for milk dropped by $1.30 per 

hundred weight this year, the USDA agreed to 

make up only 16 cents per hundred weight on a 

small percentage of O’Hara’s milk. 

“The government price supports have not even 

been able to cover 10% of our losses and the ef-

fect that lower milk prices have on the farms,” 

O’Hara said. “So, we just try to get as efficient 

as possible, and cut costs where we can. But an-

imals have to be fed and employees have to be 

paid.” 

O’Hara said he has been forced to suspend capi-

tal investments on the farm and restrict pur-

chases of new equipment. 

“In turn, that’s less money in our local economy 

with equipment dealers and car dealers and 

other people we buy from,” he said. 

To raise cash this summer, he decided to sell 

valuable timber from wood lots on his land for 

the first time in 20 years. But even the price of 

the timber he sells has declined because Chi-

nese retaliatory tariffs have taken a toll on lum-

ber companies that sell American hardwoods. 

O’Hara sells his timber to Gutchess Lumber in 

Cortland, the subject of a separate story about 

the Chinese trade war reported last month by 

The Post-Standard. The company was forced to 

furlough or reduce hours for its 500 employees 

after China imposed retaliatory tariffs of 20% to 

25% on U.S. hardwoods. 

O’Hara, like many American dairy farmers, had 

counted on exports to China to make up for flat 

to sagging sales at home. 

The trade war brought any growth to a grinding 

halt, according to the U.S. Dairy Export Council, 

a group that represents the trade interests of 

American dairy farmers. 

When China retaliated against U.S. tariffs by im-

posing a 25% tax on U.S. dairy imports in June 

2018, it meant that American producers could 

no longer compete with other global dairy pro-

ducers. 

The cost of skim milk powder that Cayuga Milk 

Ingredients shipped to China increased from 
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$2,200 per metric ton to $2,750 with the tax. 

The tariff is paid for by Chinese importers, who 

easily avoided it by buying from nations in the 

European Union and other countries. 

Dairy exports from the U.S. to China plummeted 

by 81 percent from Sept. 18, 2018 through Aug. 

19, 2019 as the full impact of the tariffs hit 

American dairy producers, said Alan Levitt, the 

council’s vice president of market analysis and 

communications. 

“You had this huge growing market, the biggest 

import market in the world, buying more of 

what we make,” Levitt said. “Not only did we 

lose one of the top markets, but we lost the op-

portunity to grow with them.” 

China, with a growing middle class of about 400 

million people, has developed an increasing ap-

petite for westernized diets that include more 

burgers and pizza and dairy products, Levitt 

said. 

“It’s so unfortunate,” Levitt said of the lost op-

portunity for American dairy farmers. “Over the 

last two years, China has accounted for two-

thirds of the growth in world trade. The sooner 

we can get this resolved, the better it is for ex-

porters… In the short term, it’s been kind of 

devastating.” 

Farmers from across the nation have shared 

their concerns with members of Congress and 

the Trump administration, Levitt said. But so 

far, the effort has made little difference. 

“Unfortunately, in the U.S. it’s not dairy that’s 

driving the trade war,” he said. “We’re sort of 

collateral damage.” 

Levitt said the dairy industry has depended on 

exports as part of its growth strategy for the 

last decade. 

Ellis, the CEO of Cayuga Milk Ingredients, said 

local farmers had the same strategy when the 

plant opened in 2014, touted as a “miracle in a 

cornfield.” The farmer-owners viewed the plant 

as a way to open new markets and have more 

control over the profit they earn from their 

milk. 

Today, the plant has $133.7 million in annual 

sales, employs 74 people and has an annual 

payroll of more than $5.8 million. 

Ellis said he doesn’t want to experience a repeat 

of what happened with China, so he has set a 

new rule: The company won’t make more than 

25% of its total sales to any one country, region 

or customer. Cayuga Milk Ingredients now ex-

ports to 77 countries around the world. 

“I’m not going to live and die with one country,” 

Ellis explained. 

If the trade war with China is resolved, he said, 

the company would add the planned ultra-high 

temperature pasteurization line. It would allow 

liquid milk to be packaged in sterile, hermeti-

cally-sealed packages that keep milk fresh for 

months, allowing for shipment overseas with-

out refrigeration. 

Ellis said his experience with the trade war has 

only solidified his view that American politicians 

have forgotten about people like him and the 

farmers he works with. 

Asked if he had any advice for President Trump 

about ending the trade war, Ellis said he under-

stands why China’s trade practices are a con-

cern. But he said “tweetstorms” from the presi-

dent won’t resolve the issue. 
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ROOMFIELD, Colo.-– Horizon Organic, a 

pioneer in the organic dairy category, is 

proud to introduce Horizon Organic 

Growing Years, a new whole milk created spe-

cifically for children ages 1 to 5. Developed in 

partnership with pediatricians, Growing Years is 

formulated to deliver the key nutrients to chil-

dren ages 1 to 5, nourishing these tender years 

of laughter, tears, joy, learning and everything 

in between. 

“This delicate growing and transition period can 

feel like a big change for parents and kids alike, 

and it’s important to Horizon that we continue 

to support families every step of the way,” said 

Domenic Borrelli, president of Premium Dairy at 

Danone North America. “Throughout history, 

milk has been synonymous with childhood nu-

trition and healthy development, and offering 

an organic product specially made for those 

early years is a natural next step for us.” 

A child’s nutritional needs are not the same as 

those of an adult, and their food options need 

to reflect that important difference. Developed 

with great care, every 8-ounce serving of Grow-

ing Years contains DHA Omega-3 to support 

brain health, choline to transport DHA in the 

body, prebiotics that feed good bacteria in little 

bellies and vitamin D and calcium for strong, 

growing bones. 

“As a mom of three, I know firsthand what a 

whirlwind those early years are, and keeping 

track of everything, including nutrition, can be 

tough,” added Frances Largeman-Roth, regis-

tered dietitian nutritionist, health expert and 

best-selling author. “Horizon Organic has been a 

trusted brand in my household for years, and 

I’m happy to see Growing Years give parents 

one less thing to worry about, so they can 

spend more time being present for all those 

precious growing moments.” 

While the nutrients found in Growing Years may 

be specially formulated for growing bodies, the 

commitment to quality and taste is consistent 

with the rest of Horizon Organic’s products. In 

partnership with a network of more than 600 

certified organic family farms across the coun-

try, Horizon sources its milk from pasture-raised 

cows that spend at least 120 days grazing each 

year. 

Horizon has been producing organic milk for 

more than 27 years and played an instrumental 

role with the USDA in helping to establish or-

ganic standards and creating the USDA Organic 

seal of approval recognized today. 

Horizon Organic Growing Years milk is now 

available at select stores nationwide. Visit the 

store locator at Horizon.com to find the nearest 

retailer. 

About Horizon Organic 

A pioneer in the organic industry and the No. 1 

pediatrician recommended organic milk brand*, 

Horizon Organic has been producing great-tast-

ing organic milk since 1991. From the start, 

Horizon has remained committed to protecting 

a healthy planet and hasn’t stopped working to-

ward raising the bar as the leading organic milk 

producer. In 2017, Horizon Organic became a 

brand of Danone North America and is now part 

of the largest Certified B Corporation® in the 

world. Today, Horizon works with nearly 600 

family farmers across the U.S. For more infor-

mation on Horizon’s full portfolio of organic 

dairy products, visit Horizon.com. 

*Among pediatricians recommending a brand. 

About Danone North America 

Danone North America is a purpose-driven 

company with a portfolio of dairy and plant-
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based foods. As the world’s largest Certified B 

Corporation®, Danone North America is com-

mitted to the creation of both economic and so-

cial value, while nurturing natural ecosystems 

through sustainable agriculture. Our portfolio of 

brands includes: Activia®, DanActive®, Dani-

mals®, Dannon®, Good Plants™, Horizon Or-

ganic®, International Delight®, Light + Fit®, 

Oikos®, Silk®, So Delicious® Dairy Free, STōK®, 

Two Good®, Vega®, Wallaby® Organic and 

YoCrunch®. With more than 6,000 employees 

and 13 production locations across the U.S., our 

mission is to bring health through food to as 

many people as possible. For more information, 

visit danonenorthamerica.com. For more infor-

mation on Danone North America’s B Corp™ 

status, visit: bcorporation.net/directory/da-

none-north-america. 

 

 

 


